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can beno necessity for thisadditional appropriation 
of $187,000, which, I underst 
contained in the bill above 

Mr. McCORKLE. 
supposed veg & hairman of 
and Means fi had been sent in, and 
were to > sth apart of thisamendment. The first 
appropriation asked for in this amendment is for 
the building of the Mint, and the construction of 
the machinery; and I appeal to 
intelligence, to his common sense,to know whether 
it is not nec essary that the officers of this Mint— 
the Superintendent, the Coiner, and the Ass: ayer— 
should perintend the man- 
ufacture, or make a sele the machinery 
necessary for that Mint? . 

Mr. HOUST‘ N, D oes the re ntlem: in propose 
to have these officers appointed now, and let them 
commence drawing their salaries from the time of 
their appointment? 

Mr. McCORKLE. That is proposed, and the 
necessity of the case requires it; as the Secretary 
of the Treasury is determined to put this Mint 
undercontractatonce. That bei 
isan absolute necessity for the appointment of 
these officers. Does the centleman e xpect them 
to serve without a salary 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is no 
their appointment now. 

Mr. McCORKLE. Why not? The machinery 
must be selected, or man tured, and these offi- 
cers must perform duties in connection with that. 
They are and it; and the con- 
tractor, who m: Ly assume to construct the building 
of this Mint, to furnis machinery, 
not have the selection of the machinery. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Secretary of the 
ury makes his contract for that. — 

Mr. McCORKLE. Butit is 
Secretary of the Treasury may erect 
buildings for the I urposes of coinage. 
done it will be necessary that the 
be appointed; and, if they 
should have a salary. The re are coining estab- 
lishments in California which can be rented cheap, 
for any length of time, and until the Mint itself 
goes into operation. aay have nearly all the 
materials necessary for hat pur 

But, rather than de fer it the passage of the amend- 
ment at all, [am willing to separate it as to 
have avote first u ipon that part appro- 
priation for the erection of yu ilding, and then 
a vote upon the appr opriati ion for the salaries 

Mr. HAMILTON. The proviso 
stricken out; it conflicts with the law. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not think the proviso 
is in conflict with the law. The proviso reads: 

* Provided, That no contract for materials, or for the 
purchase, lease, rent, or erection of the building, shall be 
made except to the lowest bidder, after sixty days’ adver 
tisementin atleast three newspapers, two of which shall 
be published in the State of Calitornia.” 

The law by which the Mint was created did 
not direct whether contracts should be with the 
lowest bidder, or otherwise, at the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. It only pro- 
vided for contracts; and I suppose this provision 
may be consistent with the law. But then there 
is this fact about it: The second proviso ought to 
be a restriction, so as to provide that the —— 
tures shall not exceed the amount authorized by 
the act for the establishment of the Mint. The 
Secretary of the Treasury might, by possibility, 
determine that Congress, by putting in this pro- 
viso, directed contracts should go to the lowest 
responsible bidder. He might determine it was 
such a change of the law as would authorize him 
even to exceed the $300,000. I would desire, 
therefore, of the gentleman from California, in- 
stead of this second proviso—which I do not think 
properly placed here—to make an additional pro- 
viso, that under no circumstances shall the ex- 
penditure exceed the sum authorized by the law 
creating the Mint. 1 move to amend the amend- 
ment by the addition of the following proviso: 

Provided, further, That no contract or contracts shall be 


made for such Branch Mint and machinery, for an amount 
exceeding §300,000. 
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Mr. Chairman, 
I have simply 4 this: — 


iat ame! 
in the ame 
which has just been passed, e 
retary of the Treasury to rent an esta 
San Francisco, if in his discretion he thinks 
to do so, for the purpose of coinage. ‘ 
already there what is called the United St 
say office. There are also some two or three o 
private coining establishments ther re. They may 
in fact, called mints. If 
Treasury deems it proper to rent on 
tublishments, it will solutely 
have these officers: and I believe that 
rong Ue oo far to say —but I will 
did, ¢ although he ought to—that hen 
of thai establishments for the 
unul the Mint shall 
event, as | have already said, t! 
absolutely necessary. ‘These salaries a. 
the law already passed andapproved. T] 
items of my amendment 
will be necessary In 
lishment, should he rent one. 1 see 
son why the amendment should not be p 
once, and let this Mint go into operatio rit 
ately. Iam not tenacious 
ever. It comes from the 
the view they take of 
= ely necessary 
California to supply — immediately with 
institution for the coinage of money, whicl 
Congress has failed to do for so long a time. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I remain in the same cpit 
I expressed a few moments ago. These 
priations are all unnecessary. The 
by referring to the law, will at 
contracts have to be approved by the 
the United States before 
The gentleman from California 
a building and putting the mac! 
r, the purchasing of the machinery 
part of the contract which must come within the 
$300,000; and the Secretary of the Trea 
not take a single step until “he complete 
tract and the President of the United S 
approved it. There is no authority fi r 
house for the machinery in the original 
if the gentleman to al 
thing, 1 shall object to his amendment a 
out of order. If I understand him as pr 
that we shall purchase machinery, aside 
what is provided in the law, [ shall rais 
point of order. Congress will meet again 
three months, and there will be ample tims 
consideration of this subject 
The question was taken, and 
was not agreed to. 


Mr. WEIGHTMAN 
amendment: 


For payment of losses by [Indian New 
Mexico since that country was taken possession of by 
American troops under General Kearny in the year 1846 
the sum of $1,751,000, or so much thereof as may be neces yf 
sary to be disbursed under the direction of the Secret 
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the amount is concerned. The whole amount is 
jot appropriated, but only so much thereof as 
shall be necessary to be disbursed under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. 1 offer the following amend- 
ment: ° 

And be it further enacted, Thatthe assistant of the Super 

endentot the Hall of the Exploring Expedition shall here 

erreceive a compensation at the rate of S700 per annum, 
to be paid outof the same tund outof which heis now paid. 
Mr. Chairman, I will o nly say, that this raises 
e salary of a dumetiae employee from one 
dollar per day to $700 per annum. 

Mr. ST EVENS, of Pennsylv: unia. Who is he? 

Mr. DUNH AM. The assistant of the Super- 
intendent of the Hall of the Exploring Expedition, 

Mr. STEVENS. ie is the man who sweeps 
out the hall. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 

Vr. FLORENCE. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

Chat the assistant constructer and draughtsman in the 
Bureau of Construction, Equipment, and Repair, of the 
Navy Department be paid for his services, $1,600 per an 
num, in pursuance of the act of Congress of August 31st, 


I offer this amendment with the view of direct- 
ine the Navy Department to pay to those gentle- 
men the amount required by law. The act reor- 

inizing the Navy Department, passed the 3lst 
of August, 1842, provides a certain number of 
clerks an the Bureau of Construction, Equipment, 
and Repair, and also provides for the e mploy ment 
ofa draughtsman. The practice has been to divide 
the $1,600, provided Ww law for a draughtsman, 

etween the clerk and draugvhtsman—thus making 
an additional clerk not authorized by law—and 
paying but S800 to the draughtsman and assistant 
constructer, 1 desire to direct the Navy Depart- 
ment to pay this gentleman, who is eminently 
qualified for his situation, the whole amount pro- 
vided by law, to which he is entitled. Il know of 
no other course to pursue than this—no other way 
by which to correct the error now existing. Here 
; what the law says: 

‘For the Bureau of Construction, Equipment, and Repair, 
one assistant constructer and draughtsman, who shall re 
evive for his services the sum of $1,600 per annum, and 
four clerks, one of whom shall receive for his services & 1,400 
per annum, and the others shall receive for their services 
=1,000 per annum each.’’ 

[ read this from the Navy Register, published 
by the Department. By reference to it I find that 
the salary of Richard Powell, draughtsman, is 
S200 per annum, and that of D. R. Goodloe, an 
ulditional clerk, | suppose him to be, $800. [t will 
be seen that there is no provision for any such 
cle = and there is only a provision for an assistant 
constructer and draughtsman. Independent of 
that, | may remark here, that all the other 
draughtsmen inall the other bureaus receive $1,000. 
The salary of 4800 is not sufficient to pay the ex- 

‘nses of this gentleman and sustain his family 
7 és not desire to consume the time of the com- 
mittee longer. Icould read certificates of his abil- 
ity to perform the duties of his office from the head 
of the Bureau of Construction, Equipment, and 
Repair, as well as a letter from the Secretary of 
the Navy, requesting that the compensation of 
this gentleman might be fixed at a larcer amount 
than 1s now paid him. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ment. I wishto say that the Committee of Ways 
and Means have reported ev ery cent estimated for 
by that Department, for the pay not only of the 
Bureau clerks, but the draughtsmen, per act of the 
3lst of August, 1842 and 1845, 49,400. ‘The very 
case to which the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Frorence] refers is marked down and in- 
cluded in the estimates of the head of the Bureau, 
by which the amount is made up for the Navy 
Department. W e haveappropriated all they asked. 
They made their estimates under those laws, and 
we reported to this House the amount they asked: 
and this committee have agreed to it. Theamount 
which the gentleman now asks to be appropriated 

must be a sum beyond any knowledge on the part 
of the Secretary of the Navy. If the Secretary 
intended to ask additional compensation, why did 
he not do it in his regular estimates? Why did 
he not submit a proposition to the committee? 

Mr. FLORENCE, I do not ask that any ad- 
ditional sum shall be appropriated. I only ask 


that the sum siamo be ce to be paid to this 
gentleman, shall be paid him. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then the gentleman does 
not ask us to give any additional appropriatic mn, 
but asks that we shall instruct the Secret: ry of the 
Navy how to apply the money which we appro- 
priate to him. ‘The law directs him how to ap- 
ny it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I have submitted the case 
clearly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We are bound to presume 
that the Secretary of the N: ivy and the heads of 
these Bureaus carry out the law. If this salary 
of $1,600 is divided between the draughtsman and 
the clerk, I take it for granted that it is upon an 
agreement with the draughtsman, and as such he 
ought to be bound by it. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Fior- 
ENCE’s amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. GORMAN. 1 desire to offer the following 
amendment: 


For the "payment of Caroline M. Fleury, the widow of 


Louis A. Fleury, deceased, $280, due said Louis A. Fleury, 
as clerk connected with the Delaware breakwater from the 
first of January to the last of April, inclusive, 1834. 


Mr. HAMILTON. Is not that a private claim? 

Mr. GORMAN. | can explain it in a very few 
be 

CHAIRM AN. In the opinion of the Chair 

ad seen n of order submitted by the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. Hasitton] must be sus- 
tained. ‘I'he amendment is out of order. 

Mr. GORMAN. Do I understand the Chair to 
decide that the amendment is = of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules theamend- 
ment to be out of order. 

Mr. GORMAN. It is for balance of pay, and 
would really come in as a deficiency. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The debate is out of order. 

Mr. GORMAN. I was only about to state the 
nature of the case I think the amendment is not 
out of orde £ because it is an ap propriation for ser- 
vices already performed, and services which were 
authorized by law. ‘The services have been per- 
formed, but the young man being dead, the money 


cannot be drawn under the present law, unless | 
letters of administration be taken out by the | 


widow. This is the only reason why it is brought 
here. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the ovin- 
ion that it is in the nature of a private claim; and, 
therefore, sustains the point of order made by the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Hamitron.] 

{r. CHANDLER. | offer the following amend- 
ment 

That the Library Committee be authorized to sell any 
works in the Library which were rendered imperfect by the 
late fire, and to appropriate the proceeds of said sale to the 
purchase of other works. 

Mr. Chairman, the fire in the Library last win- 
ter destroyed a part of a number of sets, leaving 
us different volumes, which are valuab le to the 
collectors of volumes, but of no use tous. We 
have not felt ourselves authorized to sell them, 
without such authority as is proposed by this 
amendment to give us. We simply ask, there- 
fore, by this amendment, authority to part with 
them at fuir prices, and to purchase other books 
with the proceeds. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 

Ir. BISSELL. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

And that the Clerk of the House of Representatives be 
directed to pay to William H. Minnix, the stationery and 
petition clerk, the same compensation annually, which is 
paid to the assistant clerks of the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, from the commencement of the present 
Congress. 

Mr. Chairman, I think that this amendment 
contemplates a very evident act of justice, and I 
hope there will be no opposition to it. [am satis- 
fied myself in regard to it, and I would not have 
offered itif I were not satisfied that it is reason- 
able and just. 

Mr. HOUSTON. What is the salary of that 
clerk ? 

Mr. BISSELL. Two dollars and a half per 
day. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In what department is he 
employed? 

Mr. BISSELL. He has charge of the station- 
ery, and also of petitions. His duties are some- 
what miscellaneous. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. A word only 
in reply to the inquiry of the chairman of the 
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Committee of Ways and a {[Mr. Houston. } 
lam somewhat conversant with the duties of the 
gentleman who is referred to in this amendment, 
and | know that they are very responsible and 
laborious. He has charge of the petitions and 
memorials which come to this House; and he has 
the distribution of them tothe committees. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is doubtless true; but the 
statement which the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Seymour] makes, in regard to this officer, 
may be made in regard to all the officers of the 
Government. They all have responsible stations 
to fill and duties to perform. If they have not, 
the offices ought to be dispensed with; they should 
not exist at all. I do think if we intend to inter- 
fere with the salaries of the officers about this 
Capitol, this city, or elsewhere—salaries which 
have been established by law, and which have ex- 
isted for years—we ought to take up that subject 
separate and apart from all others, and remodel 
the whole system. 

Mr. BISSELL. It was not my intention to 
say one word upon this subject. The gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. Hovsron] consumes the time 
of the House, in an argument in opposition to 
this little amendment. It is a simple proposition 
of increasing his pay fifty cents a day, and there 
is a a more laborious man about the House. 

. HOUSTON. Ido not wish the gentleman 
to consume my time. 

Mr. BISSELL. You are consuming my time. 
[Laug rhter. 

The CH AIRMA N. The gentleman from Iili- 
nois [Mr. Bisser.}] submitted an amendment. 
Having submitted some remarks in favor of his 
amendment, he ceased to speak, and the Chair 
supposing he had finished the remarks which he 
designed to offer, assigned the floorto thegentleman 
from Alabama, {Mr. cg ston.]| W hen the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Seymour] rose and 
interrogated the iiss Pieatiah from Alabama, the 
Chair stated that the gentleman could do so by 
permission of the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will detain the committee 
but a moment longer. Ihave no special know!- 
edge of this particular case, and therefore ! do not 
intend that my remarks shall apply to it solely. 
This may be a very just case—and I have no doubt 
that in all the Departments there are cases where 
the compensation is not large enough. Iam not 
complaining of this partic ular case. Tam present- 
ing the whole question to the consideration of the 
committee, whether they will in this very unsatis- 
factory manner take up this important subject and 
legislate upon it, or whether it is not our duty to 
refer it to some committee—if not this session, at 
the next—to bring forward a plan which will put 
all the officers of the Government upon a proper 
and equitable basis. It does seem to me that this 
plan of taking up isolated cases is a very unsatis- 
factory mode of legislation. Ev ery member of 
this body has some favorite whose s salary he would 
be glad to see increased. I have, I know. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I wish to offer an amend- 
ment. After ** Minnix,’’ insert the words ** the 
messengers of the House of Representatives. ”’ 

The object of thisamendment is this: The mes- 
sengers of this House, as we all know, are officers 
who arein thedaily performance of mportantduties 
demanding labor and attention, and I believe, so far 
as my own knowledge ise oncerned, I can certainly 

say that they have performed and do perform these 

duties fi ithfully. The original amendment, [ un- 
derstand, raises the compensation of the indiv idual 
named to $3 perday. It is precisely the amount 
which is given to the messengers of the Senate, 
and no more. 1 conceive as our messengers have 
hitherto received but $2 50, there is an inequality 
which should be remedied by the adoption of this 
provision. I think the original amendment should 
pass, for I know the duties of that officer, and I 
know that they are well discharged. I know that 
his compensation will not be too high if it is put 
up to the amount asked by the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Brsseuu.]} 

I think, with regard to these messengers, that 
they should be put upon the same footing as the 


, messengers of the Senate, because their duties are 


certainly equally responsible and equally arduous. 
I hope that the amendment to the amendment will 
prevail, and that the whole will be adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I know that it is a very un- 
thankful business for me to oppose increase of 
pay to officers who are around me here all day, or 
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who are in this city in any of the Departments. 
' and I mean to 
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then | have « 


qu te se much as my friend 
I suppose that if 
the Senate were to pay $10 a day, the gentleman 
could, with just as much propriety, come forward 
and ask us to do likewise, because the Senate ha 
it, and that he would be just as willing to 
is enough for us to follow the good ex- 
, but for God’s sake let us not 
Te have been in the 
habit of paying our messengers the compensation 
They knew what it was 
the discharge of 
remember 
of this very session 
turmol and confusion and 
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of Congress the 
bickering and 1/l-feei- 
because officers in this 
e and about this House were displaced, and 
There was a general 
scramble for ey plac es, ail now the very men 
those places, and knew what com- 
pensation they were to get, are coming forward 
and presenting their 
: ompens ation is not enough ! 

ame in, scrambled and contended very hard for 
the places, knowing what the compensation was, 
ind the gentlemen who went 
terly that they were proscribed from that compen- 


mencement 


The gentlemen who 


nplained bit- 


seems to me, as I said 
we mean to legislate according to our own sense of 
propriety, we must stan d to the compensation as 
the I Ww esti ablishes it, 


“ine reasing 


unless we are given a 200d 
it, and that reason must not 
the Senate have increased 
tion of their employees, but it must be that a pub- 
ists, this compensation is 
and that the refore we must increase it. 
. SEYMOUR, of New York. 
the attention of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to the fac 
of living in this city have vastly increased within 
a very short time. 


- HOUSTON. 


compensa- 
lic necessity 
I wish to call 


that all the expenses 


I have heard that five hun- 
dred times, and I reply to it by saying that the 
expenses of living in almost every place in the 
United States have increased. 
increasing the 
not apply to New York, Soeten, Philadelphia, 
Charleston, New Orleans, and every other place 
where officers of this Government live? 

my own State, for example: 
we could get the provisions of life at prices one 
what we have to give for them now, 
will you not increase the compensation oF 
s there, as well as of those here? 
which has been given 
ing the salaries of officers of the Bacianahe here 
which does not apply with equal force as well to 
officers of the Government elsewhere. 

The question then being upon Mr. Seymovur’s 
amendment, it was put, and on 
a division the Chair announced—ayes 40,noes 58 
uorum voting. 
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demanded tellers; 
were ordered; and Messrs. CampsBe t, of Illinois, 
and GoopENow were appointed. 

The question was again put, 
ported—ayes 62, noes 60. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 


and the tellers re- 


The question 
amendment as amended. 
Mr. HAMILTON. 
ment by adding thereto the following: 


John D. Utt, Henry Me- 
50 each per day, fi 


agreeing 
I move to amend theamend- 


To the three public folders, viz: 
Laughien, and John C 
the commencement of the present session. 


Mulloy, #2 


I have et opposed these increases of com- 
pens ation, but these men deserve more at the hands 
of this House than any other men employed about 
They have been here during the whole 
session of Congress; one of them has received $75 
for his services, and another only $12. 
really ‘canerh of this compensation. 
1 I desire to remark, as a sug- 
canine somew hat in onpee s to cae amendment 
of the gentleman from M: ry! 
proposition here general inits terms; one embracing 
all the employés of the Government, 
ecutive Deparimenta as well as here, and which pro- 
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poses an ibere ase of «¢ mpensation to them upon 
auniform principle. [do not know that I am 

posed to this proposition, but I th \ his rie 
increase of compensation ms a tendency lo unpal 
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which J design to otler, and which | have bee 
walung for an opportunity to offer. | hone the 
gentleman wull allo Ww me, OV COMmMmoOnNn consent, to 
offer mine now. He will find that it covers all! 
these cases in a satisfactory way. 

Mr. HAMILTON. These persons to whom 
my amendment relates are not salaried officers of 
the Government. 

Mr. aaron oe M y amet dment provides for 
all such character 8, Whether emp! Oy ed at an annual 
salary or in temporary positions. 

Mr. HAMILTON, Permit me to remark that 
these gentlemen are employed in folding public 
documents. They are not salaried officers. One 
of them has received $75 for his services, and an- 
other only $12. 

Mr.GENTRY. My amendment will give them 
twenty per cent. on what they now receive. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I only propose to give 
them $2 50 per day, from the commencement of 
the session. 

The question now being upon Mr. Hamitton’s 
amendment to the amendment, 

Mr. SMART demanded tellers; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. St. Marrin, and Canie of 
Unlo, were appointe d. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 74, noes 41; no quorum voting. 

{Loud cries of ** Call the roll !’’} 

Mr. GORMAN. I ask that there may be a 
recount, : 

The CHAIRMAN. There will be a recount 
if no objection be made. 

There being no objection, the tellers resumed 
their pisces, and the question being again taken, 
the tellers reported—ayes 85, noes 32. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
adopted. 

Mr. ORR. lLask that the amendment as amended 
may be read, with a view to offer an amendment. 
The Clerk read the amendment as amended, 

follows: 

* And that the Clerk of the House of Representatives be 
directed to pay to William H. Minnix, the stationery and 
petition clerk, and the messengers of the House of Repre 
sentatives, the same compensation, annually, which is paid 
to the assistant clerks of the Clerk of the House ef Repre 
sentatives, from the commencement of the present Cin 
gress; and the three publie folders, John D. Utt, Henry 
McLaughlin, and Jobn C. Mulloy, $2 50 per day, from the 
commencement and during the present session.”’ 


Mr. BISSELL. MI ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina to yield me the floor for one mo- 
ment to make an explanation. 

Mr. ORR. I yield to the gentleman for that 
purpose. 

Mr. BISSELL. It is necessary, in order to 
carry out the intention of those who have offered 
this amendment, to add after the words ‘* messen- 
gers of the House of Representatives,’’ the words 
*‘ three dollars per day.’ 

The CHAIRMAN. That change can only be 
made by the unanimous consent of the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to any modification. 

Mr. ORR. I move to amend the amendment 
by striking out the words ‘** the same compensa- 
tion, annually, which is paid to the assistant clerks 
of the Clerk of the House of Lepresentatives,”’ 
and to insert in lieu thereof the words “* three dol- 
lars per day.” 

My friend from Illinois, [Mr. Bisset.) in offer- 
ing this amendment, stated to the House that the 
object of it was to give this gentleman the same 
compensation which is paid to the messengers, 
which is three dollars per day, but referring to the 
Blue Book here, it will be seen 

Mr. BISSELL. That is precisely the thing 
which 1 wish to get at now. It wasan accidental 
omission of my own. I thought that on raising 
the compensation of this gentleman up to the sal- 
ary paid to the assistant clerks of the House, it 
would be three dollars a day. That was my in- 
tention. 

Mr. GENTRY. Then I understand i to bea 
mere verbal correction that the gentleman i sires 
to make, and [ hope there will be no objection to it. 





Mr. BISSELL. My object is to make it the 
same as the salary paid to the assistant clerks of 


the House—that is $1,500. But with regard to 


GLOBE, 


the amendment offered by the gentleman from | 


New ¥ i TS,1UiI8 
l i@y i s5 A GAY 

M RR VA t stood gentiemas 

n | S, : t is Ww A ie made, ‘ 
say that the increase to this gentleman, Mr. Min 
nix, Wo i mak sation S83 per day 
ul [ wa ot very verse to in Sil | Ss pay 
from S82 ot to SB a \ But if the ar dment 
stands as the et n framed it originally, in 
stead of this officer's pay | 1 83 a day, it will be 
$5 a day, for the assistant clerks get instead of 
S3a day, $1,500 per a ™m t therefore oflet 
tne rmendme it w rl have indicated. 

lam not prepared to y whether the amend- 
ment ought to ad ted t, for | have not 
examined into the details of e duties pertormed 
by this « I Il had ex d into the duties 
( he neers tor W ‘ enefit I of ian amend 
it I! i mor ! ] know the x nt or there 
rervice I know that they w ked from twelve 
to xteen hours a day ot or cold, summer or 
winter, and I the it their ex ALLO. ught 
to be increa d 1} ive not vest ited tl ise, 
and therefore | am t pre i to iv whether 
t increas ight to made rhe But l ess 
thie ! imet wt I rhe oO t t uct { d, 
you will increase the compensation to $1,500, in- 
stead of to &3 per day 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I wish merely 
to say, In explanation of my rmendment, that I 
had tl same impre on that the gentleman from 
South Carolina had, and hence l offers heamend 
mentin thatform Unless the words “ three dol- 
lars per day, ’’ are inserted, it wil sensele 
or eise Will Olive the messengers 41,5 10, which I did 
not intend. I st ited that the « jer of the amend 
ment was to raise the pay from $2 50 to $3 per 
dav,and I presume that was the intention of those 


who voted for tt. 
Mr. MASON. I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment to the amendment. l observe that the cen- 


tlemen who are offering and vdvocating’ the 
nendments are very little conversant with the 


duties of these messengers, and, therefore , are not 


prepared to make a distinction which oucht to be 


made in their compensation. The Committee on 
Accounts, owing to the fact that we have had the 
superintendence and control of the con ingent 


fund, have become acquainted with all these sub- 
jects, and have had this matter before us since the 
bezinning of the session: but } consequence of 
the fact that the Committee on Public Lands co 


sumed some months at the commencement of this 
session, our committee have never been called on, 
or we should ¢ since have reported a bill recu 
lating all these salaries. 

Now, sir, Mr. Minnix, whose compensation 
is prop ised to be raised, Is A messenrer, ind there 
are three other messengers, making four to the 
Clerk’s office Three of these messengers have 
a'lreat ly, by these various resolutions, raising the 
salaries of parti ilar incumbents in the various 


messengers offices. een | rov ded for some by 
the House, and one by the Committee on Ac 


counts. They have been raised to 4] .500 per an- 
numeach. The gentleman who was Superintend 


ue 
ent at the Library, a very competent and popular 
man, had his salary raised to $1,500 per annum. 
His success¢ rs, of ce urse, claim the same compen- 
sation. If one man gets 81,500 for the nerform- 
ance of the duties of an office, the successors will, 
of course, claim and expect the same. 

It was the same way with the reading clerk, M: 

W alk er, WhO Was In “he re the ] ist Conere 38s, and 
read for Mr. Campbell. He was allowed to receive 
$1,500 a year for his services. The present reading 


clerk, who has performed the same service, expects 
to receive the same pay. The Committee on Ac- 
counts are governed in these matters by the reso- 
lutions of the House. They had instructed him 
ora majority of the committee had, to report a 
resolution giving each of these officers what they 
expect to receive. 5 

Mr. BISSELL. I would inquire of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky if, with reference to Mr 
Minnix, he does not, although he only ranks as 
a messenger, peform more clerical duties than any 
other messenger ? 

Mr. MASON. The duties that gentleman per- 
forms are those of great importance, and involve a 
sood deal of responsibility 

Mr. BISSELL. But are not his duties, to a 
vreat extent, ¢ lery al duties ? 


Mr. MASON. The respective duties of these 
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utin representing our co here, who are 
ae 
tf the Govern- 


r the last C 


tituents 
to pay the salaries of the officers 
ment, Wwe should remember that 





é 
sus our constituents are worth on an averace |! 
about $250 each. In Massachusetts they are w 

but about $200. In Kentucky about $700: but the 


average is about $250. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinvis. I desire to s 
word or two in relation to this matter ] 
ge one great object is, to pay these clerks and 
messengers in proportion to the service they are 
required to perform, and the responsibilities their 
appointment i poses upon them. 
Now, sir, in relation to Mr. Minnix,I su ppose 
here are very few men in this Flouse w ko are 


— 
L 


and I now call for it 
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ire of the responsibilities of his office He 
“i, in the first place, to take all the petition 
ire presented here and enter them in a book; 
then required to distribute t 1em Sate 
several committees. Sa: addition to that, he ts 
ed to receive all the stationer Vy of the House 
the contractor, and to see that it is properly 


T nere 18 great lab r 
ity ; on to that offic e. All the 


ionery of the Ho 


isposed of. 


se is under his control, and 


t his disposition: el he becomes personally re- 
for it. Now, I ask every vrentleman 

here not great labor and responsibility 

ne to e position which he is required to 


v virtue of his appointmen t? 
The CHAIR M AN. The Chair is compelled to 


rentleman, that the amendment before 


f ommittee 1s the proviso offered by the ren- 
nan from Kentucky, [Mr. Mason,] that no 
erks or messengers shall receive any extra com- 
é yn at the end of the session. The amend- 


, on whi h the gentleman is speaking, is not 

pet mmiuttee. 

r. CAMPBELL. W ell, sir, am I not show- 
1e proviso should not be adopted —that 

r instance of which I am speaking, 


ra compensation should be allowed? 


re the « 






i CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman mak 
application of his remarks, he is in order 
Mr. CAMPBELL. That is what I am endeav- 

to show, that in some instances this extra 

on should be ;¢ owed, by fivine the 

Mr. Minnix. Now, in the case of the 

} Congress, I would not desire to take 

\ in him, but if we are to give compen- 


yportion to the labor and responsibility 


to the offi e, I should say Mr. Minnix 





entitled to more pay than the Librarian. The 
ibrar remains in the room, and when gentle- 
en come there and desire books, they take them 
1d he makes the entry. There is no great 

or or responsibility attaching to that position. 
do not suppose a cc diliehenid ec aieamaetd of labor 
ficient to entitle him to a salary of $1,500 per 
I So of some of the other clerks. My 


{to Is, tO pay men in proportion to the labor 
erform, and if Mr. Minnix 
oes not present a case that entitles him to an 

il compensation with the other clerks, then 


1@v are ret red to ] 


e is not ¢ in labor and responsibility which 
lilies a man to &a re ward, for there is no Station 
O ted witl House, to which more laboi 
d respon ibility attaches. 
rn 


Che amendment to the amendment having been 
as follows: 


> Was read, 





ors, clerks, messengers, or employees 
1 or about the Capitol shall not be ny extracom 


n atthe end of the session. 


allowed ¢ 
‘The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
I'he question then recurred upon the amendment 


WSON. 


This amendment as now 


mended will exclude the pages from any extra 
ym ne tion I trust it will not be adopted. 
‘he question was put, and the amendment as 


amended was disagcreed to. 


Mr. GENTRY 


proposed an amendment as an 


additional section. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment offered by 
he gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] isa 
itself, and it is not in order until the 
balance of the bill has been read. The second 
section of the bill is now before the committee, 
s reading 
Mr. GENTRY. I submit the question to the 
Chair if my amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee read 
through the first section of the bill at the last sittting 
of the committee. All the amendments that have 
been offered since that time have been offered to 
come in at the end of the first section. The gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] now sub- 
mits an additional section, which, if adopted, will 
read section tw In the opinion of the Chair, the 
amendment is in order at this time. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


ection by 


Sr Be it further enacted, That all clerks, messen- 
gers, watchmen. and laborers employed at an annual sal- 
ary, or in temporary positions, in ‘the executive and legis- 
lative departments of the Government in the city of Wash- 
ington, whose compensation does not exceed $2,000 per 
annum, shall, in addition thereto, be allowed the following 
annual increase of compensation, commencing from the 
first day of the last fiscal year, viz: All whose annual com 
pensation does not exceed $1,200, twenty per cent. ; all 





August 10, 


whose annual compensation exceeds $1,200, and does not 
exceed $1,600, an addition of fifteen per eent.: and all 
whose annual compensation exceeds $1,600, and d not 
exceed $2,000, an addition of ten per cent. ; and 

amount of increased compensation provided for in this see- 
tion shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. GENTRY. Itis not needful for me to say 
anything se arcely in explanation of that amend 
ment. It proceeds uy pon the idea, sir, that the 
facts set forth in the pe etition of some of the clerks 
of the Government, here presented a fe, 
ago, are true—namely, th 
the city of Washington has been very much aug 
mented. They ascribe it to the influx of gold 
from California. It is not necessary for me to 
vo into a discussion of the causes. 
unquestionable. There is not a solitary individ 
ual in this House, and there cannot be one, who 
has given any attention to the subject, who can 
pretend to controvert that fact. Then, unless it 
can be successfully established that the compen 


day 8 


at the cost of living 


sation of these employees of Government ha 
heretofore been too much, 
bly follows that there is an appeal to our justice 


the conclusion inevita 


which oucht not to be repudiated, for increasing 
their compensation. 

There are cases, Mr. Chairman, 
come to my knowledge, and which, were they 
known to this House, would, I am sure, prevent 
there being a negative vote. ° 
these Devartments 1 
tion of not more than 41.000, as we ll orn, as 
well bred, as intelligent, as patriotic, as 


WHICH have 


} 
ere are clerks in 


eceiving an annual compensa- 


ble, and as sensitive as a! ny of us upon this floor, 
and more competent to be members of Congress 
than most of us. Laugh te a I know a case of 
that character, of a man in whose bosom there 
yeat as noble a heart as ever beat in the bosom of 
man, who had recently been a member of the 
Levislature of his State—a merchant in affluen 
circumstances, overtaken by misfortune, and who 
came here and accepted a little clerk ship of 41,000 
per annum, with the assurance that he would be 
promoted when there was a vacancy—who h: id a 
family of children depending upon him; but hi 
proud heart chafed to death under the mortifica 
tion to which his condition subjected him, and he 
died without the means of a decent burial, and 
his family was indebted to the ch 1} itv of h § bro- 
ther clerks for the means of finding a place in the 
bosom of his mother earth. This case is but an 
illustration of things occurring monthly—almost 
daily—with men of like characters, like 
plishments, and like business qualifications—with 
men dying here, and 
charitable contributions given by men who have 
nothing to spare. 

Now, sir, this is no time for long argument or 
many illustrations. Allow me to state that in my 
country, if agentleman starves his slave, it detract 
very much from his respectability among the gen- 
tlemen in his neighborhood. 1 suppose in almost 
every part of our country, if a master workman 
should starve his employees 
would lose caste among all respectable men. 

Is the United States Government so poor that 
we shall starve the employees of this Govern- 
ment—starve them to death, and allow them to 
be indebted to the private contributions of the 
charitable for burial expenses? No man can as- 
sume that there is any extravagance or profligacy y 
in my proposition; and if the facts are as I have 
assumed them to be, it is meanness not to change 
this state of things. And J repeat there is no 
extravagance or profligacy | 


accom 


having to be buried by the 


and appr entice es . he 


’ 
t 


involved in it. It 
is a wise economy to give a fair compensation 
for the governmental employees. 1 hope no one 
will oppose this amendment. If the law has 
wisely graduated the salaries of the different em- 
ployees of the Government in the legislative and 
executive departments whose salaries do not 
exceed $2,000, then I think that the proportionate 
increase which I propose is perhaps just, and 
wise, and right. If the amendment which I offer 
is adopted, a ¢ lerk who receives $1,000 per annum, 
will receive $1,200; one who receives $1,200, wil! 
receive $1,440; one who receives $1, 600, will re- 
ceive $1,840; and one who receives $2,000, will 
receive $2,200. This is a very small increase of 
expenditure to the Government, but it will give a 
vast amount of relief to these employ ees of the 
Government. 

Surely, there can be no consideration urged 
against a proposition like this. 
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DUNHAM. While I freely admit that 
is a necessity, perhaps, for some change in 
ries paid to many of our clerks, yet I must 
the amen offered by the gentleman 

Mr. Gentry,]} because | do not 
ind just. In the first place, | 
ere must bea general reform inthe present 
clerkships under Government. There 


Mr. 
“there 
the sala 
oppose dment 
from Tennessee, 
think It Is equa 
think 


system ot 


is no propriety and no justice in the manner in 
which our clerks are at present engaged, and in 
which they are re quired to labor. Go into the 
Post Office Department, and I will show you ina 
dozen rooms, men sitting side by side, at the same 
desk, performing precisely the same duties, who 
receive, some $1,000, some $1,200, and some 
$1,50' And yet the gentleman proposes to in- 
crease these salaries at different rates, the highest 
being twet ty per cent. His proposition will 


make the increase of the clerk performing thesame 


duty at $1,500 per annum, as muchas the increase 
of the man who receives only $1,000; for twenty 
per cent. upon $1,000 will not be as much of 
an increase as fifteen per cent. upon $1,500. Is 


that just and right? If a man cannot live here at 
$1,5 per year, most ass iredly aman cannot live 
for ‘41, 000; and it seems to me that you ought 
to bring up the pay of those receiving the most 


inadequa ompensation, before you commence 
1e higher compensation. 
If a mane 2,000, or for $1,800 a 


year, most assuredly he cannot live for $1,200, the 


increasing those receiving t 


annot live tor &: 


amount which is now proposed to be given to 
those who now receive $1,000. It is sometimes 
the case that you appropriate a certain amount of 
money for the services of clerks in a certain De- 
partment, with the intention that the clerks therein 
shall receive $1,000, or $1,500 a year; and instead 
of appoint number as will admit of the 
payment of that salary out of the fund appropri- 





ated, ppoint a great many more clerks, and 
they re Ive ut S800, § 100, or $1,000. 

The whole thing is wrong from the beginning 
to t nd By making the salaries too large we 
bring yut another evil. Wehold out induce- 
ments to those who are mere politicians to come 
here and ask for clerkships as a reward for politi- 
cal services at home—men who are most unquali- 
fied to perform the services which devolve upon 
them. ’ rht rather to adopt such a system 
as Will bi men here competent to discharge the 
duties of a clerk I think $1,000 is too little, and 


it ought to be increased; but there is no sense or 
propriety in the principle of increase proposed by 
the gent eman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. GENTRY. | 
Let us first bring up the salaries which are most 


I know half a dozen clerks, all receiv- 
$1,000. Some of them do 
others of them save 
The difference arises 


, 
moderate. 
ing the 
not Save 


same salary of 
a singie ‘ent, while 
something out of the $1,000. 
in their habits. 
Mr. BROWN, 
amend the 


of Mississippi. { move to 
nent by increasing the salary 
twenty -five per cent. of those 
clerks receiving less than $1,500. 

I would not, Mr. Chairman, participate in this 
discus , out that I feel it a matter of duty to 
those who have appealed, I was about to say, to 
the liberality, but I will say, to the justice of the 
Government. I feel, sir, that these clerks—es- 
pecially those oc¢ supying sul bordinate positions— 
are in the ate of affairs very inadequately 
compensated. I have some experience in the 
matter of housekeeping in the city of Washing- 
ton, and | come forward to bear my willing testi- 
mony to the f fact that no genteel family numbering 
half a doze ersons can subsist in this city upon 
41,000. hs my judgment, it is utterly impossible 
for them to do it. Why, sir, do gentlemen know 
what is the cost of marketing in Washington? 
Those who are not hor isekeeping do you know 
that the article of beef is selling in market for from 
fifteen to eizhteen cents pe r pound; that chickens 
are selling at forty, and even a high as fifty cents 
the pair; and that eve eything else has been, and is 
now, selling at like proportion? How is it pos- 
sible that a housekeeper can pay his rent and 
market for his family upon $1,000? You may 
say, it is true, that these clerks can go away. 
Many of them are s or that they cannot get 
away. 

I assert again, that many of these clerks cannot 
get away if they were disposed to leave. And is 
it the policy of this Government to crowd your 
ublic offices with men incompetent to discharge 


} 
amend! 


from to twenty 


present st 
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their duties? Is it the polic y of your Government 
to bring men here and ther 1 put them upon the 
pauper list? A man who lives in the c yuntry and 
who 1s in the habit of kee sping his family at cheay 
rates of living, 
of subsistence 


knows but little of what the cost 


in a city is until he has once tri¢ 
it. ‘The man who comes here. is entitled to suff 
cient to enable him to live, not extravagantly, 
to live at least resp ectably. Gentleme may ' 


that they are not bound to support the extrava 

gance of the family of a clerk. ds itt policy of 
the Government to crowd your offices with young 
men who are notoriously more neviec 
duty than married men? They h 
ments of their family around them. r 
at home when they are not engage i inh 

service, and have additional inducements to go 
their work. That is my experience in the opera 
tions of life, and feeling, as I do, 


tiul of cit 
‘ 
t 


have 


hey stay 


from mv o 
vauion and knowledge of affairs in Washington, 


that these clerks ought to have an increase o| 
compensation, I will vote for this pro) sition with 


a great deal of pleasure. | am not willing to mak 
it permanent, because | do not know 


the course of twelve months thing 
to what they were two or three years ago, and 
this increased compensation may not be 

sary. But I believe 
now, and so believing | am 
amendment. 

Mr. FOWLER. Mr. ¢ 
to this and all amendments upon the 
I take the ground inthe outset, th 
high now. 
rround, 


8S WLi CO ‘ tCK 


there Is a necessity fo 


Whling to ipport t 


shairman, I am 


at these sa 
enough I will take the 
rE, if we raise 


Washington, we should raise the 


are 
the salari ( 


tne city o 


the cities ee Boston, New York, PI le 

R »} 1.; {New Jrlean ‘ 1 or 

vichnmond, and New Urieans, and every wie t 
if the cost of living here has increased 

creased in every city and every village the 

if salaries are not sufficient here, they : 

ficient in all the other places where clerk 
ployed. If California gold. sir, ha re } 


cost of living in this city, it aas had 


fluence elsewhere—every where—east, west, ! ; 
and south. 
Gentlemen have spoken of their expr 


housekeeping in Washington. | have a pi 
dent, therefore, for alluding tothat subject. D 
ing the last Congress, | was a boarder, and boarded 
in two of the best houses I could find in Wash- 
ington, and lived well enough. 
session I have been a housekeeper, an ved 
better than I did during the last Congress. And 
[ can say the salary is ample. ‘The salary of 


member of C ongress, which is about $700 fe 
short, and about $2,000 for the long session—aver 
aging about $1,500 a year—notwithstanding the 


many expenses to which he is subject, is amp 
As members of Congress, it is 
serve the country, not to acquire riches. | 
aware that the prices of living here are high; but 
high as they are, if gentlemen will practice fru 
gality, economy, and temperance, and not be ex- 
travagant in their outlays, they may live wi 
Washington, as housekeepers, and lay up $500 
upon a salary of $1,500; and then do better, vastly 
better, than nine tenths of our constituents do a 
over the country. If the clerks, and other em 
ployees of the Government, are not satisfied w 
their present positions, there are — ids uy 
thousands who would rejoice to take their places 
and even to pay a handsome percentage for the 
privilege. 

In regard to this matter of raising sal ; 
us come right up and take the bull by the horns, 
[laughter,] and look at it as a whole. Tt the sal- 
ary of the President of the United States, and the 
secretaries, and the judges, and all the other offi- 
cers, ought to be raised, let us do it; but let us not 
begin with these clerks in Washington. Let us 
take the whole subject up, and if it needs revis- 
ion, let us make that revision in a bill brought in 
for the purpose, and embracing a system that will 
touch every part of the country. Sir, we 
economy; we need frugality; we need temperance 
here in Washington, and elsewhere, and every- 
where, and the rulers should set the example. 
The salaries are high enough in my judgment. I 
go against all this special legislation for the pur- 
pose of accommodating a few gentlemen. I am 
willing to say that these clerks ought to be well 
paid. 
worth—men of laborious habits. 
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snip t four dollar rh aay. who hire, for ine 
dis uree of its duties, other individuals at one d 
lar per day, while they spend their time arou rd the 
hote , the gam ling houses, or the io ybies of Con 
gress to press claims through here or smugg! 
them throug! the Departments My provision le 
designed to reach cases of that kind. If there 
any, it will prevent their continuanceand et 
If there be none, there will be no harm in the ado; 
tion of the amendment. It is intended, also, 1 


only to reach those paying, but those receiving tw 
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ries There isan express law, Pp issed in [850, 
son from receiving two salaries 
rintendent of Public Buildings. I 
Attorney General, the law officer 
of this Admur istration, has riven it as his opinion 


Mmiviting 


my pe? 
excent the Supe 


noice ratand the 


hat there is no objection whatever to the giving 
Llow he could grve auch 
| cannot understand, The Secretary 
and the Attorney General, within the last 
year, have given their certificate to a man as en- 
titled to $3,000 for doing nothing, or discharging 
the duties of which did 

ie was at the same time receiving $9, 
*} 


her office. I des 


fhat any 


of aman two salaries. 
An option 


if State 


an office not exist, while 
500 for an- 
fire to have it provided by law 
person whto shall receive more than one 
salary shall be liable to indictment. That is the 
vay in which the evil can be eradicated. If 
ny amendme mt he vals pted, { am willing,as atem- 


te for this or some incrense 


0 


only 


porary expedient, to vi 
of compensation. I believe the expenses of living 
have increased here as well 


as in other places; but 
ill, sir, it will be 


an unpleasant matter for us to 
meet our constituents, and to tell them we are 
voting increased salaries to clerks in Washington, 
whilst clerks in the various offices of our counties 
receive only $500 salary, and yetl: Ly Up a portion 
of that. This sianedliesi a should not apply to 
young men, who have no families, receiving a 

lary exceeding $1,000 per annum. If that will 
not support them, | fear their expenses are not such 
us we should countenance or encourage, 

Mr. GORMAN, Lam opposed to this amend- 
I have had occasion to look into the opin- 
ion of the Attorney General upon the sub ject of 
paying the officers of the Governinent, when they 
bo rform the duties of two offices. 


ment. 


I had occasion 

n the last few days to present the question before 
the Second C omptroller of the Treasury, and give 
my views, humble as they were, at some length. 
The Second Comptroller decided, as indeed the 
former Comptroller has decided, that no person, 
under the existing law, can recetve pay in two 
capacities. He has decided, if a clerk or other 
ofticer of the Government shall perform the duties 
of any other trade or office, that he cannot there- 


by get the additional pay. ‘That decision has 
been made, [ say, by the Comptroller, and the 
Comptroller of the Treasury has overruled, to 
some extent, the decision of the Attorney General 


heretofore made. But the Attorney General has 
ot decided the point in the manner in which the 
rentleman states it. He has decided that an indi- 
vidual cannot draw the pay for two offices; but 
where a person is in any office, and is detailed to 
the discharge of other duties not incompatible 
with the duties of that office, he may receive pay 
for to which he is detailed. While I 
am upon the subject of salaries gener: ally, Il may 
he permitted to remark that the salaries of our 
cle ores s have not been regulated for the last twenty 
‘twenty-five years in the main. Rents have in- 
creased vreatly. in the city of W: ashington—prop- 
erty has increased in value greatly-—the cost of 
living has increased greatly, and there is nothing 
which enters into the constituent elements of the 
expenses of a person living in Washington city 
but what in the main has increased. lam not to 
be told that an individual upon a salary of $1,000 
in the city of Washington can live and save any- 
thing for his family. He cannot educate his chil- 
dren, keep his family, and pay his rent upon 
$1,000 a year and save onepenny. Hecannot do 
it upon $1,200, with an ordinary sized family. 
The amendment of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Genrry] proposes to increase the small 
salaries to the greatest amount—say twenty per 
cent. to the large salaries. I think that where 
the -y are $2 2,000 they ought not to be increased at 


the duties 


all, because the expense of living, the cost of 


house rent, and other expenses of living in the 


city of Washington, are as much to the $1,000 | 


clerk as they are to the $2,000 clerk; and although 
the spirit of economy may get into this House, 
and may induce it to do injustice 

Mr. McMULLIN. I understand that the 





watchmen only receive $500 per annum. Why 
not let them live, as well as the clerks? 
Mr. GORMAN. The gentleman’s question 


answers itself. In every instance where the 
watchmen do not get more than $500, there ought 
to be a pro rata increase. By this amendment 
they get twenty per cent. increase. I say that in 
a!l cases where these salaries have not been touched 
for twenty years, they ought to be increased, and 


THE 


the good sense and judgment of the House will 
- ir me 

HAL L. Why is it, that all these em- 
ployees of the Gx vernment should have their sal- 


aries increased, and the members of Congress 
} 


whose expenses are mach heavier, shall not hav 


their salaries increased? No one proposes Lo in- 
crease their salaries. 

Mr.GORMAN. The gentleman’s mileage from 
the State of Missouri would pay for half of the 
messengers, or half of the clerks almost, in one of 
these Departments for a year. 

‘The question was then taken upon Mr. Dean’s 
amendment; and upon a division there were—ayes 
S83. noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment to the amendment: 

That twenty per cent. be added to the per diem or montity 
pay now received by all employees of the Government, who 


are engagedin any branch of mechanics or at common babor. 


Mr. Chairman, we have witnessed various 
amendments which have been offered here with 
the view of increasing and extending the 
everybody connected with the Gove 
the man who labors and produces. ‘The man who 
wears the dinge of the shop or or dust of the field 
upon his garments is never thought of or cared for 
by this House, except upon occasions when the 
Government needs taxes. Whenthe Government 
needs men to fight its battles, then it calls upon this 
description of persons; but when money is to be 
voted out of the Treasury, without stintand meas- 
ure, why this class of individuals is never regarded. 
1 should like to know why the men who work in 
your navy-yards and forge your anchors—why 
the men who work in your navy-yards and build 
your ships—men who wield the broad-axe, chisel, 
and hammer, not only five hours in the day, but 
ten hours, at $1 50 and $2 a day, should not have 
twenty per cent. also added to their days 
They have not the time, after working ten hoes 
a day , like ae who are not employed five, to 
visit this Hall and besiece members of Congress 
with Seacauaiaccaiel almost in the 
suppliants, to increase ae pay. 
work almost from the 1 
the sun; 


salary of 
rnment, save 





fazvessr 


> attitude of 
They have to 
sing to the going down of 
while others a the employment of the 
Government get much larger salaries, although 


their expenses of living are no more than those of 


the men who work at the anvil « 


or work in your 
shops. 


Go, for instance, to your armory. Who 
says anything about increasing the pay of the men 
who are engaged in preparing the implements of 
war to protect your country in its hour of need? 
There is no twenty per cent. for them. When 
provisions rise, when meat and bread advance in 
price, and it is impossible almost for the laborer 
to support his family, where then is the powerful 
appeal of my colleague i in behalf of this man, his 
family and little = 

There is no talk then, in pathetic strains, about 
the funeral train and the charitable contributions 
by colaborers to secure a decent interment of the 
remains of the over-worked and illy-paid labor- 
er. Oh, no; the laborer has to toil on, struggle 
on, and there is no one to plead his cause before 
this House and thecountry. I say that it is time, 
when you commence expending—when the door 
of the Treasury is to be thrown wide open, and 
when a general invitation is to be extended to 
Government employees to come in and participate 
in this indiscriminate scramble, that the Jaborer, 
the man of toil, the producing-man, the man who 
creates as he consumes, should come up for once 
and have a chance at thespoils. When [ talk 
about this increase of pay for the laborer, do not 
understand me as going against an increase of pay 
for these clerks. It depends entirely upon what 
you do with theamendmentI propose. I say, that 
they are equally meritorious and worthy. While 
the sun rises and sets at the usual hour with this 
class, and while they work from the rising to the 
setting of the sun, there jis another class of em- 
ployees whose sun rises at nine in the morning 
and sets at three in the afternoon; and yet they 
are worked to death—their burdens are too heavy 
—their expenses of living are too high. Whilea 
complaint from this over-worked class causes this 
hall to become vocal in pathetic appeals, the pro- 
ducing men, who give potency and character to 
your institutions, and constitute’ the physical 


| power of the Government, may toil on, half paid 
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and half fed, and they are never thought of o: 
cared for. 

Mr. GENTRY. In the appeal which my col- 
learue makes to me tn his very graphie and forci- 
ble description, he claims that a certain class of 
eraployees in the Government should be provided 
for in addition to those provided for by the amend- 

nent | have offered. He says, in reference to 
this case, ** Where is the eloquence of my col- 
league?’ I do not claim to possess that high gift 
of eloquence upon any occasion; but wherever 
and whenever, at xl] times and in all places, a case 
is presented to me that addresses itself to my 
sense of right, whatever eloquence I possess is at 
the service of any meritorious man, high or low, 
humble or poor, in the city of Washington or out 
of tt, in the navy-yards, the army, or wheresoever 
he may be. Justice and right are all that I look 
at in reference to any case that comes before me 
asa member of Congress. I do not care wherea 
man lives, what his employment is, or in what 
branch of the Government he may be employed, 
whether he is my friend or foe, to what party he 
may belong, if he will show mea just case, what- 
ever eloquence F possess is at his command—al- 

vays, at anytime. Yes, sir, such eloquence as 
[ possess, in a question of right, is always at the 
command of any man who needs it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I know my 
colleague will bear me witness that in the remarks 
i made I intended nothing personal. I knew that 
the impulses and feelings of his heart a in this 
channel, and | merely made the inquiry I did by 
way of reminding him that there were others who 
were entitled to and needed his sympathy. 

Mr.GEN TRY. I thank my colleague for his ex- 
planation. ‘Vheamendment offered by my colleague 
18 in the nature of an assault upon my amendment, 
a death-likeattack. It is not intended to perfect my 
amendment—to amend it so that it will meet the 
approval of the House. His candor will not say 
that. Now, as far as individual motives go, I say 
that | am acting in conformity with the senti- 
ments which I have always expressed. I know 
that about nine tenths of the persons benefited by 
this amendment have been denouncing me for six 
months. They have all been against me. They 
are Scott Whigs in the main—a good many Dem- 
ocrats, though. [Laughter.} And therefore if 
there is anybody here that can vote disinterest- 
edly on this question lean. But I hope there is 
no gentleman who will judge and determine a 
question of this sort with such motives as that. 
Do justice—do right. One solitary young man from 
the county of Williamson, in my ‘own State of Ten- 
nessee, constitutes the whole amount of Executive 
influence and patronage that I haveobtained for my 
constituents, and he is willing to fight any member 
of Congress that will zive him the slightest hint of 
an insult. [Laughter.] He is as independent as 
i am, and infinitely more brave. He is getting 
$1,000, and he is willing to lose that to-morrow. 
i have no interested motives in offering this amend- 
ment. I believe that nine tenths of those who 
will be benefited by it have done me gross injus- 
tice, time and again, and are habitually doing it; 
but it is right, and it ought to pass. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I will merely 
say, in reply to the remark of my collearue about 
that constituent of his being ready and willing to 
fight anybody, that I do not assume that attitude. 
i belong to the peace party. 

Mr. GENTRY. So dol. 

Mr. JOHNSON. But if the gentleman’s con- 
stituent is of that independent and high-minded 
character that he represents him to be, I think he 
is detracting from his position by holding on to 
his office, when he has to assume the attitude of a 
suppliant tor an increase of pay. He should act 
as a high-toned man would—quit the employment 
of the Government, and seek other employment. 

Mr. GENTRY. I only intended to say that 
he was a young man, and that his office was noth- 
ing to him. [intended to convey the idea, that so 
far as personal friendship went, I could have no 
motives in offering this amendment. Certainly, I 
had no intention of presenting the idea that my 
young constituent would like to fight my col- 
league. [Laughter.] 

The question now being upon Mr. Jounson’s 

amendment to the amendment, 

Mr. JOHNSON demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. FowLter and McMo..mw 


| were appointed. 
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The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 61, noes 70. 

So the amendment to the 
ected. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move, Mr. Chairman, 
to make the addition to the highest rate of wages 
eight per cent. instead of ten per cent., and in doing 
so I desire to offer a few remarks upon the general 
question. Theremarks which have fallen from my 
honorable friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. Fow- 
LeR,] and of my brother Caius from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Jounson,] who always out-Gracchies me in 
popularizing a measure, have an application that 
should not be general. [tis enough for us to le- 
gislate for the Departments on this matter, and 
not, by adding to the wages of others who do not 


amendment was re- 


j 


|| represent their constituents at home. 


thank us for those wages, disturb the balance of | 


business. When, a few days since, some of the 
hard-handed mechanics from the yard asked me 
to assist them in procuring an augmentation of 
their wages, | asked what they needed, and 
they told me they needed what others got. They 
wanted no more, (they would scorn to ask for 
more,) and they were entitled to it, and did receive 
it. There was no necessity for legislation. But 
the persons who are employed by the Govern- 
ment here have no means by which their wages 
can be regulated. The carpenter in the navy-yard 
knows that he is to receive the highest rate of 
wages that is paid in the next yard to him. The 
blacksmith and every other mechanic is paid as 
much there as the best mechanic can earn else- 
where. But here when aclerk is employed, when 
his whole life is given to the examination and 
knowledge of that clerkship, then he finds him- 
self midway in life, cut off from those enjoyments 
which he has a right to calculate on, and which 
every other man—the mechanic or the merchant— 
is sure to attain with economy and with that en- 
larged enterprise which belong to our country. 

My honorable friend from Massachusetts talks 
of temperance. 
where as well as here. It is a very good thing, 
but it is best not to be too temperate even in our 
temperance. 

My honorable friend from Massachusetts says 
that he finds himself comfortable with his income 


Temperance can be practiced else- | 


of $8 a day, and that, therefore, a clerk should be | 


comfortable with his $3 a day. 
this business in which we are now engaged, is not 
the profession of our lives, but the accident of our 
position. While a clerk may be content with $3, 
and we might be content with that sum, we still 
should have the great advantage over that clerk, 
that we have our employments, our pursuits, our 
incomes elsewhere; and we have, sir, besides, what 
every man here, I presume, will estimate above 
the mere price, mere hireling wages, the consider- 
ation of being the legislators of the nation, and 


Let me say that | 


telling how much the clerk shall! have for his ser- | 


vices. Why,sir, are we to stand here and meas- 
ure the incomes of other persons by the per diem 
that we receive? or are we to elevate our position, 
or to consider it elevated by the pinnacle upon 
which our constituency has placed us? 
clerk in one of these Departments has to pay en- 
larged prices for his food from the very fact that 


Sir, the | 


we are here eating the market out; those who | 


come to legislate,and those who come to direct 
legislation, all have to feed, and every pound of 
mutton that they eat adds to the price of the mut- 
ton that the poor clerk eats. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Chairman, I am satis- 
fied that I am already branded with being illiberal 


by my opposition on other occasions to proposi- | 


tions of this sort. 


But, sir, I hold this doctrine, | 


that I would rather have the credit of being just | 


than liberal. I 


is for that purpose that I rise | 


here upon this floor to advocate carrying out prin- | 


ciples of justice, not of liberality. What are we 
asked to do here upon this floor? To be liberal 
with what? To be liberal with the money of the 
people of the United States. 


If we wish to show | 


our generosity, let us put our hands into our own | 
ockets, and we will practice generosity that will | 
e our own. Sir, who pays theseclerks? Whose | 


money pays them? How is it raised? Is it 
picked up in the streets like stones? If so, I 
would vote them the largest sums they could de- 
mand. But, sir, whilst | am upon this floor, I 
cannot forget that I represent the mechanics, and 


workingmen, and farmers of a State where there | 


is not one man ina thousand who can make $500 


justice or under-justice. 
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upon me to take out of their pockets to increase 
the salaries of these men who get $1,000 a year. 
Iask honorable Representatives on this floor to 
Weare here 
to represent our districts, and the whole people. 
We are here to stand up in the face of an oppo- 
sition arrayed against us by the inhabitants of this 
District, that paralyzes the arm of almost the 
boldest of us. But, sir, I intend, as all the other 
Representatives of this nation should do, to look 
to the interests of the whole country. There is 
not in the whole United States, taking the whole 
country over, one man in a 
earn go00 a year. 


thousand who can 
How do they live? The prices 
of provisions h ave risen every Ww nere, all ovel the 
country. The gold of California acts on every 
section of the country. Why, then, are we asked 
to take money out of the pockets of the people, 
and to decrease their means of livelihood, for the 
benefit of these men? Talk about sympathy with 
the laboring man, and at the same time put your 
hand in hts pocket and increase his taxation, for 
the benefit of a few individuals, who only work 
five or six hoursaday! Why, sir, these labor- 
ing men, who only earn from $300 to $500 a year, 
work ten, twelve,and sixteen hoursaday. And 
is this your generosity? Is this generous? I ap- 
peal to the nation if it is generous to tax the whole 
country for the benefit of a few individuals—fa- 
vored politicians, who seek for places? They tell 
us that they cannot live here. Well, let them 
leave, and live as people do in other portions of 
the country. We can find plenty of men to fill 
their places, and do their work for what they now 
receive, and be glad of the job. 

Then, sir, | ask that justice shall be done to the 
whole country—justice, even-handed justice. If 
men wish to be generous, let them put their hands 
in their own pockets and give their own money. 
Is there any generosity in giving away other peo- 
ple’s money? Noneatall. It is injustice; and it 
is upon that ground that I oppose it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If there be no objection, 
I will now withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. CARTTER. | object. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Cuanp- 
LER’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
rejected. 

“Mr. CARTTER. I move to strike out all of 
the proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
except that in relation to the $1,000 clerks. If I 
understood the honorable gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Genrry,]| this amendment is pro- 
posed under the emergency of the increased price 
of living in this District, that has supervened 
during the current year, and that may reach into 
the future. I have offered this amendment for 
the purpose of making the provision correspond 
with the intentions of its honorable mover. The 
amendment, as offered by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, seems to contemplate a difference be- 
tween the demands of the different clerks for food. 
If the reason assigned by him is the correct reason 
for introducing it, still, there does not appear to 
be a correct mathematical ratio established in this 
amendment for the grade of the stomachs of these 
clerks. [Laughter.] It provides, for the $1,000 
clerks, an increase of twenty per cent.,and for the 
$1,200 or $1,600 clerks, an increase of fifteen per 
cent. Now, has the honorable member from Ten- 
nessee ascertained that this is the precise differ- 
ence between the stomachs of the $1,000 and the 
$1,600 clerks? [Laughter.] For if he has not 
ascertained that fact, his amendment involves over- 
It is doing justice to the 
$1,000 clerks, and over-justice to the balance. 
Now, sir,when theseclerks were appointed, a phys- 
iological examination was made. Now, we had 
no idea that the $1,600 clerks had larger stomachs 


| than the $1,000 ones. [Laughter.] We supposed 


they were all placed upon the same commen phy- 
siological platform. [Great laughter.] 

But, sir, if I am correct in this hypothesis that 
the same physiological laws are common to them 
all, then the $1,600 clerks have obtained their al- 
lowance already. If itis true that the $1,000 
clerks require twenty per cent. more to fill their 
stomachs, then it is equally true that the $1,600 


| clerks have got theirs full, and a little more al- 


ready. ([Laughter.] Now, Iam willing to take 
it for granted that the honorable mover of this 
amendment took his measure of the stomachs of 
the $1,000 clerks, and found that it would require 


a year; and it is their money that you now call || twenty per cent. more to fill them. If that is so, 
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l am willing to vote them this twenty per cent. in 


addition to what they already receive; but lam 


i 
’ ; y a | 1 + - 
not willing to force the $1,600 clerks to gorman 
' > 1} , , 
dize. [Renewed laughter.] It is all wrong, sit 
I think there is a little fund of natural philosopliy 


in the amendment | propose, and I trust the mover 
} 


Whi see it in the same hel { 


Mr. BOWIE. Mr. Chairman, it will be re 
sssary in 


addition 


membered found it nec 
1812, 1813, 1814, and 1815, to make an 
to the salaries of the « 

The same 
1837, 


Johnson, who is 


that Congress 


lerks in the Departments. 
addition was again made in the year 
under the LuSpices of the Hon. Cave 
known to be a renowned econo 
mist. In that year a law was passed adding from 
ten to twenty per cent. to tl e salaries of the dif- 


the salaries were less than 


ferent clerks, where 
$2,000, 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in the present state of 
things, I have an entire conviction that itis abso 
lutely impossible for a clerk with a family of five 
or six to live iotwithstanding the calculatio 


and testimony of my honorable friend from Mas 
sachusetts [Mr. Fow.er] to the contrary—on less 
than $1,200 a year. 


l now propose toinstuitute a comparison betwer 


a captain of the Army, of the cavalry eorps, livir 
here Hn the cily of Washi rion, and one of the 
Sit : : . 

cierKs ina Department, havi rfive orsixchildret 


Ac iplain in the Army, including 
per month, receives from the 


his pay of &50 
Crovernment »ro- 
vision for his rations, his quarters, his fuel, pay 
for his servant’s« lothing, ar d forage fortwo horses, 
amounting in all to $1,965. Now, take a clerk at 


Washington who is a husband, with a family; 


7 ye . ' ; 

allow him $2oU for rent— Suppose there are six 
persons—allow them 20 cents per day each for 
marketing; for clothi $30 each—the same as 1s 


allowed a servant in the Army—and it will re yuire 


81,194 75 in order to bear his expenses, allowing 
nothing for riding in omnibuses in rainy weather; 
allowing nothing for occasionally asking a friend 
tocomeand taketea with him; inshort allowing him 
nothing for any personal indulgence. Add to this, 
there is a law of the United States prohibiting the 
clerks in many of the Departments from participa 

ting in any other business. I do not know whether 
this regulation extends to all the Departments o1 
not, but it certainly does to the Treasury De part- 
ment. Now, sir, there are few having the finan 

cial experience and tactics of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, |[Mr. Fowrer;]} and until we have 
all become learned in the same school of economy, 
until we all have the same degree of wisdom, and 
until we have same 
honorable state with the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, we are not qualified to live upon thes 
per centum with him, 


all been brought up in the 


ime 
For one I am prepared to 
vote for the amendment of the honorable centle- 
man from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Gentry,] to increase 
the salaries of the employees of the Governme 

who are salaried officers, bound down by their 
duties to a particular place, and who are not per- 
mitted to seek any employment. ‘They 
should be preserved from temptation, by affording 
them a reasonable compensation; for men who 
have the fears of poverty staring them in the face 


other 


cannot serve the Government faithfully; men who 
have temptations constantly ' 
them, living in want, can scarcely 
they have money intrusted to them. 


these surrounding 
be honest if 
if they are 
fiscal agents they must be raised above want. if 
they are accountants they must be placed beyond 
the temptation to make false accounts. i SAY, 
therefore, that it is economy as well as justice for 
us to increase the salaries of all persons having 
salaries less than $1,200; and I believe the propo- 
sition of my friend from Tennessee to increase the 
salaries of clerks with salaries up to $2,000, is a 
reasonable and proper one, and I shal! vote for it 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. CartTTer’s 
amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Goopenow and Harr were 
ap ointed. 

he question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 64, noes 61. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRENTON offered the following amend 
ment to the amendment: 


And that from and after the 4th day of March, 1859 
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shali be the duty of each of the heads of the Executive De 
partments of the Government *©0 to arrange and classify 
the clerkships in said Departments as to make thrce sev 
eral classes, according to the nature of the business in 
which said clerks are employed, and the qualifications re 
quired for the same. 

The said clerks to serve in their respective classes for the 
term of four years, and all vacancies occurring by remova 
or otherwise, in either of the higher classes, shall be filled 


from the class next below it, and no clerk shal) serve iu 
any one of the Departments for a longer period than twelve 
years. The compensation of the first or lower class of 


clerks shall be $1,200 per annum; of the second clas 
#1,500 per annum; of the third class, $1,800 per annum 
And no removals shall be made except tor incompetenc: 
or cause shown to the satistaction of the President of th 
United States. 

And in the selection of said clerks, they shall, as far a 
possible, be taken from the several States and ‘Territories in 
proportion to the number of Senators, Representative 
and Delegates trom each in the Thirty-third 


Mr. GENTRY. J desire to make a iggestion 


in reference to the amendment just voted on by 
the committee. The adoption changes the whole 
phraseology of my amendment. I think the Clerk 
muught to be req iired to reduce the amendment to 
writing: as it now stands, [| do not think we can 
pro eed unde rstandingly, unless the phraseo!] ery 
of the amendment is changed, so as to make it 
conform to the last vote taken. ‘The amendment 


offered by the gentleman from Ohio | Mr. Carrrer| 
is rather in the nature of a substitute than of an 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will remark 
that his attention was not called to the form of the 
amendment at the time it was offered. 

Mr. GENTRY. I only suggested it because I 
think itis necessary that we should understand 
vhat we are doing as we ro alone. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheClerk will report the 
amendment of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee 
amended. 

The amendment as amended was read by the 
Clerk. 

Mr.GENTRY. Will the Chair now state the 
precise condition of the amendment? 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Ohio 


{[Mr. Carrrer] moved to strike out al! in the 
amendment except so much as related to the 


clerks receiving the salary of $1,000. 
Mr. GENTRY. The word $1,608 does not 


oceur In the amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is right; 


but the Chair did not observe it at the time the 


gentleman from Ohio offered his amendment. 


Mr. GENTRY. If the Chair will permit me 


to make a suggestion, the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio is in the nature of an entire sub- 
stitute, and must be reduced to writing in order to 
make it intelligible. We cannot proceed under- 
standinely until that is done. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will again say 
that he did not at the time notice that the words 
‘« 81,000” are not in the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee. He will now suzgest, 
as the easiest and bestremedy, that by unanimous 
consent the gentleman from Ohio be permitted to 
reduce his amendment to writing, and allow an- 
other vote to be taken upon it. 

Mr. HAMILTON and others objected. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to a 
question of order. My question is, that the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Ohio was no prop- 
osition at all, [Laughter.] It is not rec rded, 
itis not reduced to writing, and it has no perti- 
nency to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee. I hold that it cannot be considered 
as any proposition at all. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not for the Chair to 
decide whether the amendment makes sense or 
not; the fact may have its influence with the com- 
mittee in their votes. But the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio was entertained by the Chair, 
and propounded to the committee, and a vole was 
had upon it by the committee. 

Mr. CARTTER. I see no difficulty about the 
matter. The substance of the amendment was, 
that the amendment of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee should only apply to the employees of the 
Government who were in the receipt of not more 
than $1,000 perannum. It would then provide 
that those clerks who received a salary of not more 
than $1,000 per annum should receive an increase 
of twenty per cent. upon their present salaries. 
That was the amendment, or the substance of it. 

Mr. STANTON. The Chair did not state my 
point of order correctly. It was not that the amend- 
mentof the gentleman from Ohio did not make 
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sense, but that there was no amendment in any 
tangible form atall. There was nothing embodied 
( plicable to the proposition of the gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee; and therefore I submit that the 
whole proceeding in relation to it is a nullity. 

Mr. GENTRY. I desire to add a word to what 
my colleague has said. The state of facts now 
presented show that we have failed to observe the 
rules necessary to be observed, in order to give 
validity to legislative proceedings. Mr. Chair- 
man, you do not know what the amendment is; 
you cannot state what itis. The Clerk cannot state 
what itis. The gentleman from Ohio has moved 
an amendment to my amendment in the nature of 
a substitute, which we have adopted without its 
being reduced to writing. Now, it seems to me 
that the only proper course we can pursue 1s that 
sugested by the Chair—to allow the gentleman to 
reduce his amendment to writing, and take another 
vote upon It. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is this debate in order ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not strictly in order, 
but the Chair was willing to hear suggestions in 
relation to this matter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I dislike very much to in- 
terfere with gentlemen, but I am exceedingly anx- 
ious to get through with this bill. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Let us vote 
the whole amendment down. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Lllinois. Imovethat the 
committee do now rise. 

Tellers were called for upon the motion, and 
ordered; and Messrs. CuanpLer and Moony 
were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 67, noes 50. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 
committee (Mr. Preirs) reported, that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the state of the Union 
generally under consideration, and especially 
tlouse bill No. 196, making appropriation for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1853, and for 
other purposes, and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We have now only about 
sixteen working days, and if we should appro- 
priate every day to the appropriation bills, there 
are only about two days to each bill; I therefore 
move the resolution that the five minutes debate 
upon this bill be terminated, in half an hour after 
we again go into the Committee of the Whole 
upon the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion to the reception of the resolution, and it is 
rece ived. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will my resolution come 
up to-morrow morning? 

The SPEAKER. Not in the morning hour. 

Mr. BROOKS. If the motion of the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. Hovston] does not pre- 
vail, | want the yeas and nays upon the motion to 
adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House ts upon the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. BROOKS. Icall for the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. : : 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. FITCH. There was objection made in 
this quarter of the House very distinctly, to the 
reception of the resolution of the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Hovston,] and I insist upon the 
objection being recognized. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear the 
objection. 

Mr. FITCH. That is not our fault. We 
spoke very loud and distinctly. If there was 
noise between us and the Speaker, that fact ought 
not to prevent our objection from being recognized. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Theresolution was received, 
and I ask a vote upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must state, in 
regard to that matter, that it is impossible very 
often to preserve order in the Hall, such order, at 
least, as will enable the Chair and gentlemen to 
hear what is passing. The Chair did not hear 
any objection, and entertained the motion. 

Mr. FITCH. ILhaveno doubt that the Speaker 
did not hear the objection, but it was made here. 
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Mr. BROOKS. Dol understand that the res 
olution of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr 
Hovston] has prevailed ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not, but has been en- 
tertained. 

Mr. BROOKS. Then I call for tellers upon the 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. ORR. Will the resolution come up to- 
morrow ? 

Mr. BROOKS. Will the Chair tell us when it 
will come up? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide ques- 
tions as they arise. 

Mr. ORR. The vote upon the adjournment 
will depend upon the decision of that question. 

The SPEAKER. ‘That is an argument, and is 
not in order. 

Mr. FITCH. Will the Chair tell us the pres- 
ent condition of the resolution of the gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. Houston? ] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
the resolution was received by unanimous con- 
sent; and the question now before the House is on 
the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. ASHE. I opposed the reception of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The only question before 
the House is on the adjournment. 

Mr. BROOKS. I withdraw the call for tellers, 
if | understand that the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Alabama was received. 

TheSPEAKER. It is entertained, but has not 
been acted upon. 

Mr. BROOKS. 1 call for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion to adjourn. : ; 

The SPEAKER, The yeas and nays have 
been refused, 

Mr. BROOKS. Then I ask for tellers 

Mr. CARTTER. Is it not inorder to move to 
adjourn at any time! 

The SPEAKER. That is the pending ques- 
tion, upon which tellers are demanded, and the 
Chair 1s very anxious to ascertain whether gentle- 
men wish to adjourn or not. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. CHANDLER 
and CarTrTer appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 51, noes 44. 

So the motion was agreed to, and the House 
adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock, a. m 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees 

By Mr. STANTON, of Ohio: The petition of C. 8 
Hamilton and sundry other citizens of Union county, Ohio, 
praying the establishment of certain post routes in Union, 
Franklin, and Hardin counties, in the State of Ohio. 

3y Mr. PRICE: The petition of James McDonald, for a 
register for the British brig Susannah. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Thomas Wallace and 
66 others, citizens of Muskingum county, Ohio, asking 
for the passage of the bill introduced by Mr. STanty, in 
aid of the colonization of free people of color in Liberia. 

By Mr. DISNEY: The memorial of sundry citizens of 


| Cineinnati, asking Congress to aid in the colonization of 


free blacks in Liberia. 

By Mr. PARKER, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Da 
vid McKinney and 34 others, citizens of Blair county, 
State of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass the bill 
introduced into the House of Representatives by the Hon. 
EDWARD STAN ty, entitled * A bill to authorize the Secre 
tary of the Treasury to deposit with the several States the 
fourth installment of the deposits of the public money di 
rected to be made with the States by an act approved June 
23d, 1836. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of J. A. Whitlock & 
Co. and others, citizens of the city of New York, asking 
Congress for the passage of a law for the better protection 
of lives on board of steamboats. 

Also, David Smith and others, for the same ; 

Also, David Morrison and others, for the same ; 

Also, Charles Hopkins and others, for the same ; 

Also. Edwin Brann and others, forg@he same. 

By Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE: The petition of Alex 
ander F. MeGill, A. W. Black, Thomas F. Dale, and 102 
others, citizens of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, pray 
ing Congress to pass the bill introduced in the House of 
Representatives by the Hon. Epwarp Sran ty, directing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to deposit with the several! 
States the fourth installment of the deposits of the public 
money directed to be made with said States by the act ap 
proved June 23d, 1836. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, 4ugust 11, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burrer. 


Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, I find in 
the report of the proceedings of the Senate on 


| Monday last, some remarks of the honorable 


Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Burier,] 
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hairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, 


ently, I 





ments made 


inadvert 





presume, that require correction. The honorable 
Senator was commenting upon a letter from the 
Secretary e Interior relating to the ** amend- 
ment to the rtionment ”” as it is called, 
e sup uy act 1 that su ject, and in 
speaking , he say 
[am notat liberty, perhaps, to say who prepared it; 
tit was no dou repared at e Census Bureau, and 
adopted at t stance of Mr. BrapBury;: and! suppose 
the resp ty must be shared between the head of the 
Bureau,thes etary of the Interior, and Mr. Brapbury.” 
In re to ther pons vility here alluded to, | 
sha re t nave a rd to say It is suffi- 
nt t €, In the tirst p , however, that the 
ill was | reporte L | y me or at my Instance, as 
the non ie Senator yuld have known if he 
1 been present. He was necessarily called 
iway d r tn i ! nie e senate on that sub- 
,and has been misinformed in regard to it 
Che bill « 1té inge the use ud ! »>wa re 
ted b tne h oravle Se tor trom L Si- 
a, [Mr. Downs,] in behalf of the majority 
f the ( i e on the Judici ry; which gave 
Califor t one Representative in Congress. 
I was in the minority of the committee, and 
presented a counter report to that of the hon- 
( e § tor from Louisiana, and moved an 
amend t to tn vil y \ ! ortwo hepre- 
mM t on ed |! me was ado t | it « ily rel ted 
» the é 3e 101 re 1 Ca rhia, nd ch wed 
he bill 1 other re ect Upon examination 1 
was seen t the la i the bill and the 
umendme was somewhat 1 wruous, and I 
lereul edrew tnat sé 1 f tl », which 
ited to e { | I + renreseé { ion <T i to 
ive th Ss ! two Represse alives, ind left 
1e ) the form and words reported 
by the ho bie S r from Lou siana, so that 
1e@ provi 4 rill whicl 3; the subject of 
the remarks of the Senator from South Carolina 
n Mi nd yY iaSsl, Wa I ed b my friend from 
Louis! . | t nie 
I think, however, tl an unnecessary alarm 
aS arise n rd to the co rucion f that bill. 
Mv own im yn is, tha ne bill as reported, 
and the raseology adopted, which related to the 
ompensation of tl Superintendent of the Census 
Board, not yt nstruction which has 
een placed upon it; and that it did not need the 
supplementary resolution which has been recently 
. ; J . nury 
passed t tne Sena b Inas ich as there has 


been supposed to be som«¢ respon ibility attached 





to the hs eo! rY Of law, I desire to stand 
right er ‘d. In maki these remarks, 
iG ’ $ { I ive no doubt but that the 
hono le Senator from Sor Carolina made his 
statement upon 1 formati whi h had been given 
to him, and upon which he relied. 

Mr. BU TLER { rather suppose, after so 
nany explanations, it W ill turn out that nobody 


ne ared that clause at all. [Lauchter. It cer- 
tainly was prepared by somebody; either by Mr. 
Kennedy, the Senator from Louisiana, 
[Mr. Downs,] 01 from Maine, (Mr. 
Brapsury,| for | ieve Mr. Stuart pre- 
pared it | did not pre t, for I ean prove an 


hnonora 
>the Se 


do not be 


alibi. Now, the remarks | ade to the Se nate, 
were ex sively made upon In ormation derived 
from the honorable Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Downs, | that the bill itself came from the Depart- 


W hittlesey settle 
v inadverte cy from 


ative of the ex 


ment. I was advised to let 
t; but I said, no; if there isa 
any source, I, as the represe ym- 
} - , } 1» . 
mittee, must be held responsible tothe public, for 
no one will know wf , and I feel 


iat some expla lation should be fiven. 


1 1.7} 
vorted tne voll 


»> rel 


concerned t] 


When the debate took place, in consequence of 
the joint resolution, very properly proposed by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis,] I 


felt bound—no other person being present to make 
the explanation—to make it: ‘and perh laps, In 
making it, | may have thrown more blame upon 
Mr. Kennedy—for I shall mention names now— 
than should be attached to him. 

But as to the way that the amendment came, it 
seems to be now that the honorable Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Dowwns] is to be held responsible 
for it. Well, sir, that Senator told me that it came 
from the Department. I have no doubt that it did 
not come from Mr. Stuart; and I have no doubt that 
it did come from the head of the Census Bureau. 
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That genueman—lI mean Mr. Kennedy—informed 
me whe he came to e to expla ; | Was 
very willing that hauteeal ext ,as [had n 
dispositior to do him injustice—that he did 
know whether he prepared it, or whether one of 
the committee prepare 1 it, but he rather thoug 

had i let eri from the Ser itor fi rr? Mi l e. M 
Brapsury,}] asking his attention tot 
and in conseauence ¢ ro it WAS pre vared 

Mr. BRADBURY I hope lam understood by 
the Senator. I have sent to the document room, 
and have the ) which contains the ce ( 
phr ser ry, and | trust it wil € it ) 
the Se r to read the captio1 


‘In the Senate of the United Sta March ! _M 
Downs, n the Committee on the Jud ry, suu 
report, [number 113,] accompanied t Hlowl 


. } 
was read 


which and passed to a second readi 


vo on and read the bill which 


the clause that gave rise to the remarks N¢ 


the Senator has seen fit tosay that the amendm 
Was D red by somebod y—either by Mr. Ken: 
dy, by the Senator from Louisia [Mr. Downs, 
or by myself. I thought I had stated, with suffi 
cient distinetne is, that | was unfortunately in the 
minority, and opposed to the bill reported, and 
moved an amendment to it, which was finally sus 
tained by the Senate. I repeat acain, that I do 
not think the bill itself is liable to the object 
which has been raised to it. 

Mr. BUTLER. [It is a question of fact wl 
did prepare it 

Mr. BRADBURY The tion of f 
settled by the record. 

Mr. CASS. As both the Senate and the 


of Representatives have 


res ponsible. 


Nasse 
I think all are 
{Here the conversation drop 
*ETITIONS, 


-ASS presen 


ETC. 
Mr. ¢ ted the petition of C. B. ( 
ky, praylt 
inade by 


for the 


s compensation for a plan an 
him for the extension of the Capitol, an 
in explaining it, and lh givil 


time spent 


his views on the subject which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. STOC KTON presented the petitio 
Mary C. Hamilton, widow of the late Canta 


Fowler 


ions W 


Hiamilton, of the Army, praying 


hich was referred to the Committee o1 


Pensions. 
Also, 


J ynathan 


Ss, executor ol 


of R. Nichola 


praying 


the petition 
Nicholas, 


father’s pension for the time his1 


, j : 
wed fil 


to pe ail 


ame was stricken 


from the rolls; which was referred to the Com 
ae Pensions. 
CH ASE presented two petitions of citizen 
Ma agnoli 1, Ohio, praying that the bill now be- 
fore Congress, commonly known as the home- 


stead bill, may become a law: which were or- 


dered to lie on the table. 
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Mr. DAVIS, fr 

merce, to 
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Mr. H AML iN, from the Committee on C 
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was referred amemori Ol 


zens of | ae Kentucky, praying that that 
town may be made a port of delivery, reported 
bill to constitute Paducah, in the & 
tucky, ap 
which was read, 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred the petitions of John 
W yer G. Sargent, praying to be 
bounties, submitted a report, 
bill for t relief; which was 
to the second reading. 
to be printed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The nee Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of Harman 
Blannerhasset and Joseph Lewis Blom \erhasset, 
praying ns for injuries done to property 
of their father by troops of the United States in 
1806, have directed me to submit a report, accom- 
panied by a bill for their relief. When this bill 
comes up for consideration, I shall ask the Senate, 
particularly the older members of it, to vin idicate 
the truth of history in one or two particulars. 

The bill was read a first time, and passed tc 
second reading; and the report was ordered to “7 
printed 
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AMENDMENT TO THE RULES 
Mr. BADGER. I laid upon the table of the 
Senate, some seven or eight weeks ago, a resolu 
tion pre y to amend one of the rules of the 
enate, to v h I re ed erday [ts objes 


isto get rid of the difficulty which perplexes us 
every appropriation hill 
us to settle what isa private claim. I move tha 
the Senate take up that resolution for considera- 
oon 


we hav Aan before 


time 
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Mr. CASS. 


Senate will not take it up. We shall enter into 
a metaphy ical discussion of, at least, an hour; 
no man can foretell the end of it. If the honorable 
Senator will allow a vote to be taken without any 
discussion, Iv cheerfully acquiesce, But there 





will be more meta} pliysics introduced than the 
world has seen since the d \ys of the Stagirite. I 
hope it = I not be taken up, 

Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to my friend 
from Micl iivan,as he has given us such a lumin- 
ous exhibition of my resolution, that it does not 
propose any explanation of what a private claim 
is, but its object is to amend the rule so as to get 
rid of the difficulty altogether, of having to decide 
whether an amendment ts for a private claim or 
not, when it is presented, 

Vir. Bancer’s motion was agreed to, and the 
Senate proce eded to consider the resolution which 
was submitted by him on the 25th of May. It is 
as follows: / . 


Resolved, That the 39th rule be amended, by striking 


out therefrom the following words: *“* And no amendment 
shall be received whose object is to provide for a private 
claim, although the same may have been previously sane 


tioned by the Senate.” 


The 30th rule, which is proposed to be amended, 


I is follows: 


J0th. No amendment proposing additional appropria 
tiotis shall be received to any general appropriation bill, 
unless it be made to carry ont the provisions Of some exist 
ing law, or some act or resolution previously passed by the 
Seuate during that session, or moved by direction of astand 
ing committee of the Senate, or in pursuance of an estimate 


from the head of some ofthe Departments; and no amend 
ment shall be received whose object is to provide for a pri 
vate claim, although the same may have been previously 


sancuoned by the Senate.” 


Mr. HUNTER. TheSenator from North Car- 
olina moves to amend the rule, for the purpose, as 
he says, of vetting rid of the discussions tn rela- 
tion to what are private claims | appeal to every 
old member of the Sen ite, to Say whether we did 
not have those 


discussions, and much more fre- 


quently, before the adoption of the rule than since; 
whether it has not been always considered a valid 
objection togan amendment to an appropriation 
bill, that it was a private claim. Why, sir, before 
we had this rule, we had two classes of arzuments 
whenever these amendments were brought for- 
ward. In the first place, they were gener: ully op- 
posed by those who had the « care of the bill, on the 
ground that it was improper to puta priva te claim 
upon a general appropriation bill, and, as a gen- 
eral rule, Lhave never heard it doubted. We had, 
therefore, the argument In relation to it, to ascer- 
tain, first, whether it was a private claim; and 
afterwards, another class of arguments to show, 
that, admitting it was a private claim, yet there 
was some special reason, some good ground for 
excepting the case from the generalrule. If, there- 
fore, this provision of the rule shall be expunged, 
the Senate will not escape a discussion in relation 
to the character of the amendment. You may rely 
upon it, when we shall have had a little experience 
in the practice of the Senate without this rule, it 
will be found to be necessary to do something in 
order to prevent us from loading down appro- 
priation bills with private claims, Why, sir, there 
isa peculiar propre ty for suc h a Provision in re- 
lation to general appropriation bills. The result 
of admitting a claims to be offered as amend- 
ments to them is, that any committee can pass 
whatever private c laim it chooses. If we take up 
a private claim as a separate measure, upon a pri- 
ay, when we do not understand it, if it 
requires investigation, we can ask that it may be 
postponed until we can investigate it. But if it is 
offered as an amendment to an appropriation bill, 
we can make no such request. We cannot lay 
over an appropriation bill to obtain an op; vortunity 
to examineaclaim. No, sir, we must take the 
word of the committee which offers it, and we 

must vote without any explanation, or without 
any adequate opportunity to examine the claim. 

The result would be, that any committee could 
put any private claim it chooses upon a general 
appropri: ition bill. 

Jut this is not the worst of it. The general 
appropriation bills will become a sort of omnibus 
—a log-rolling arrangement in relation to private 
claims. ‘1 will not vote against yours, because 
I may have one which [ want to get up;” and this 
arrangement will be made like those internal im- 
provement bills, by which claims will be passéd 


c 
, 
i 
i 


vate bill ¢ 


as amendments to the appropriation bills that | 
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| must express my hope that the 


never would have been passed separately and 
independent measures. Now, if the Senator 
wishes to prevent that evil, he had better aid me in 
doing something to make the rule more definite 
fit is not sufficiently definite for his purpose. 
The whole objection he raises amounts to this: 
that you cannot give any definition of a private 
c laim which would be suffie iently distinct to en ble 
the Senate to prac tice under it without difficulty. 
acknowledge it is a subject of some difficulty; 
but I do not ‘admit that you cannot give a defini- 
tion to enable the Senate to practice under this 
rule. Ifthe Senator would give us his assistance 
in this regard, | think, after a little practice, we 
should be able to define what are private claims in 
such a manner as to get rid of all dispute in rela- 
tion to their nature. Sir, | believe we can do it 
by referring to what should be a general appro- 
priation bill. A general appropriation bil! should 
make provision for laws and treaties, for obliga- 
tions incurred by laws and by eetien and for the 
current service of the year. ‘Tf, instead of s: aying 
‘¢No amendment shall be received whose object t 
is to provide for a private claim, although the 
same may have been previously sanctioned by 
the Senate,’’ we should say that no additional 
appropriation should be offered, unless it were to 
provide for some obligation created by law or by 
treaty, or for the current service of the year, then 
the rule would define itself; and I believe we 
should be able to practice under it without diffi- 
culty, and w ith benefit to the dispatch of business 
by the Sena 

I know, that if this provision is stricken out of 
the rule, and weare thrown at sea in relation to it, 
where it willend. We shall go on adding private 
claims to general appropriation bills, until the Sen- 
ate will feel the necessity of doing something to 
guard the business of thecountry against this im- 
proper admixture. Weshall then have the whole 
subject to go over again, and probably it will end 
in the enactment of some other rule. It would be 
| yr the hon- 
orable Senator from North Carolina must know 
that it is improper to put a private claim upon a | 
general appropriation bill; and that, unless we have 
some rule cuarding it, there will beconstant efforts 
to do it. And if we admit one, it will be consid- 
ered favoritism not to admit all. We shall then 
have the only portion of the business which is con- 
ducted with tolerable certainty and dispatch by 
Congress, so embarrassed, that that probably, in 
the end, will fall + Henan 

W hy, sir, the House of Re presente atives might 
we ll object, if they se aaa us ap propriation bills re- 
lating to the general interests of the country, and 
we should load them down with private claims, 
send them back, and say: ** You shall not appro- 
priate for the general public service of the coun try 
without passing this or that private claim.”’ it 
is a sort of coercion, of which they might and 
would wellcomplain. If it shall result in this, that 
we are to do no legislation except upon general ap- 
propriation bills, those bills will break down like 
everything else, and the business of legislation be- 


better not to amend this as proposed; 


come almost impossible. I say this, because | 
foresee the consequences of repealing thatrule. I 
know the inconvenience which arose before; and, 
although the rule which it is proposed to: amend has 
caused some inconvenience, because it required 
practice to define and settle its meaning, I think 
we have passed over the worst; and I believe, if 
we continue a little further, we shall be enabled to 
make it sufficiently accurate to proceed with definite- 
ness and dispatch to the public interest of the 
country. [recollect well, that before it was adopt- 
ed, half the debates on amendments offered to 
general appropriation bills, were upon the ques- 
tion as to whether they were for private claims; and 


| then, if they were for private claims, whether they 


were such as ought to constitutean exception. We 
shall certainly get rid of all that last branch of the 


| discussion, by retaining sucha ruleas this. Itis, 


however, for the Senate to say. If they prefer 


| to go without it, [ have nothing more to say in re- 


lation to it. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, the rule, a 
portion of which I seek to strike out, is only | 
two sessions old. The Senator from Virginia 
says if the amendment | propose prevails, the gen- 
eral appropriation bills will be loaded down by 
private claims; that there will be a system of log- | 


| 


rolling introduced by virtue of which one Senator | 


| 


will vote for a private claim in consideration of || 
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other Senators voting for a private claim that he 
favors. 

Now, sir, in the first place I say that I cannot 
conceive such a thing as “ad member of this b. ae 

oting knowingly for anything that is wrong 
, herefore 1 consider the allegation as not admis- 
sible. In the next place it is refuted by the whole 
experience of the Senate. This rule, as I say, is 
but two sessions old. W hen have the app roy ria 
tion bills been loaded down, as the Senator s: up- 
poses they have been by private claims? They 
have never been, in a half century’s experience of 
the Senate. When the Senator from Virginia of- 
fered his amendment to the rules, it was for the 
purpose of relieving us from this difficulty. I did 
not oppose it, but we immediately found that we 
had opened a new source of discussion and con- 
sumption of time, which was a great deal worse 
than any difficulty that could be supposed to arise 
out of the admission of such amendments: for 
though the Senator says we always had the ques- 
tion raised as to private claims be fore, and always 
shall have hereafter, if this proposition of mine shal! 
be adopted, one question we never did have, and 
never could have raised, except for this rule, and 
that is the question of order—a question whether 
the amendment can be considered. That is the 
question we have sprung upon us—that is the 
question upon which we occupied two hours yes- 
terday in determining whether an amendment was 
in order or not. 

Now, I think after striking out the portion 
which lt propose to strike out the rule will be suf- 
ficiently guarded. No amendment of any kind 
can be offered, unless under the circumstances 
prescribed by the residue of the rule; one of these 
is the one that might be supposed to apply most 
generally to private claims, and is, when an 
amendment is moved by order of a standing com- 
mittee of this body. 

I think if we cannot trust ourselves to pass 
upon amendments proposed to us by the standing 
committees of the body—if we are obliged to tie 
ourselves up so that we cannot look at proposals 
of that kind, coming from a standing committee, 
we shall have losta “considerable portion of that 

respect we ought to have for ourselves, and that 

consideration which we ought to have for the 
country. However, I have no personal anxiety 
about the matter. I served in the Senate three 
sessions before we ever heard of such a rule, and 
I never found the difficulties, the log-rollings, and 
the weighing down of appropriation bills by pri- 
vate claims, which the Senator from Virginia sup- 
poses will exist. But since the adoption of the 
rule I have found, and so has he, a great deal of 
difficulty and waste of time in determining whether 
the Senate can consider a proposition or not. That 
is what I want to get rid of. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to make one single 
remark as to a matter of fact. If the Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. Bapcer] will consult any of 
the older members of the Senate, or the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means in the House, or the 
Committee on Finance in the Senate, or the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee, [Mr. Bexx,] he will learn 
that the connection of private bills with a general 
appropriation bill is a serious evil, and much 
more felt before the adoption of the rule than it 
has been since. 

Mr. BADGER. That must have been before 
I was in the Senate. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to make one re- 
mark. Each House has before it a variety of 
petitions upon the subject of private claims. Each 
House matures its own action upon the petitions 
presented, and after doing this, presents its action 
to the other House for consigeration. Now, sup- 
pose we put upon a general appropriation bill, all 
private bills which the Senate has matured, and 
send the bill back in that shape to the other 
House; or suppose the House should take a simi- 
lar course, and put all its private bills upon a gen- 
eral appropriation bill, and send them to us, what 
chance has the Senate to mature all the private 
bills that may be put upon the general appropria- 
tion bills in this way? It will amount to a one- 
sided legislation. Each House will have to adopt 
just the same measures which the other has seen 
fit to pass, and without examination. Are you 
prepared for that? At this period of the session, 
it will be impossible for us to examine all the pri- 
vate bills from the House, or for the House to 
examine all which we might send them—under 
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such circumstances. They will be — upon 
trust and passed, therefore, simply because the 
That will 
not be constitutional legislation, as it seems to me. 
We are not so organized that each House should 
consider maturely all the legisiation of the other. 
These remarks do not apply to the general pro- 
visions in pursuance of standing laws for carrying 
out the public measures of the country. Both 
Houses of Congress may be presumed to under- 
stand what the necessities of the country require, 
and are prepared to actin pursuance of general 
laws, to meet those necessities; and should be pre- 
pared to act whenever those subjects come before 
them. I therefore think it bad policy to incum- 
ber a general appropriation bill with individual 
measures, and I shall vote against the resolution. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
not agreed to. 


one or the other House has passed them. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The hour of twelve m. having arrived, the Sen- 
ate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives ** making appropriation for the current and 
‘contingent expenses of the Indian Department, 
‘and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various 
‘Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30th, 
¢ 1853,”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I offer the following 
amendment: 

For payment to James W. Marsh, to cover the loss of his 
property destroyed by a band of Sioux [ndiansin the month 
ot July, 1849, while extending “the second connection 
line’? of the public surveys in the State of lowa tothe Mis 

uri river, under contract with C. H. Booth, Surveyor 
General of the United States, $1,200. 

In relation to this amendment [ have fortified 
myself with much information which I have sought 
and obtained from os sources that are accessible 
to me; but probably I shall husband the time of 
the Senate by causing la be read a paper from the 
Indian Department, which is appended to the 
amendment rather than giving a verbal explana- 
tion myselt: 

‘ Extract from additional estimate of funds required for 
the service of the Indian Department within the present 
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1852: 

‘“¢ This claim is presented under the seventeeth section of 
the intercourse law of 1834, which promises restitution or 
reparation by the United States for depredations committed 
by Indians who are notin the receiptof annuities from our 
Government. The proof furnished by Mr. Marsh to this 
office establishes conclusively that the depredation was 
committed upon his property, and that the offenders were 
Sioux [Indians of the Wahpacoota ‘band, who receive no 
anuutty from the Government of the United States.— See 
vol. 4, U. S. Statutes at Large, page 729, chap. 161, ‘An 
act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes,’ 
§c., section 17.” 

Mr. HUNTER. Did I understand the Sena- 
tor from lowa to say, that he had a communica- 
tion from the Indian Department explanatory of 
this amendment? 

Mr. JONES. Yes; the explanation has just 
been read. It shows that the appropriation is 
asked for under the intercourse law of 1834, which 
was passed for the purpose of preventing difficul- 
ties between citizens of the United States in the 
Indian country and the Indians themselves, and 
for property which might be stolen or destroyed 
by them. This isa cé ase in which the ] property of 
a ‘deputy surveyor of the United States was stolen 
by the Sioux Indians. These Indians have no 
annuities out of which we can take the amount of 
which Mr. Marsh was robbed; and the inter- 
course law of 1834 provides, that where persons 
are robbed, or have their property stolen, remu- 

neration for such property shall be made by the 
Government of the United States. 1 think thisis, 
beyond question, a case which is covered by the 
law. The matter was submitted last session to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, as well as to the 
Commissioner, and both the committee and the 
Commissioner were of opinion that it was a proper 
appropriation to be made in the Indian appropri- 
ation bill, it not being a private claim. 

Mr. HUNTER. If I understand this claim, it 
originates under the seventeenth section of the in- 
tercourse law, which would have been paid by the 
Department if there had been any appropriation 
to meet it. This is clearly a claim originating 
under the law of 1834; and if that be so, it is not 
a private claim. Ido not know anything of the 
merits of the claim itself. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I know all about it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. How much is it. 
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Mr. ATCHISON. Twelve hundred dollars. 
It is for property taken by the Indians in the Ter- 
ritory of lowa. The Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to which this claim was referred, were of 
opinion that under the general intercourse law, 
the party was entitled to receive it, if he had pur 
sued the course pointed out by the law. If he 
had fone before an Indi in agent, or the Superin 
tendent of Indian Affairs, and made proof of his 
loss of property, he, of course, could enforce the 
collection of his claim against the Indians if they 
received annuities. But they received no annut- 
ties, and hence the Treasury of the United States, 
under that law,is responsible. This is the whole 
case. It is a public claim, | 
thing as a public claim. 

The eee was agreed to 


Mr. CLEMENS. 


ing aicaacaa 


f there be ny such 


1 desire to offer the follow- 


For payment to the citizens of the States ¢ Alabama 
and Georgia, for depredations committed by the Creek In 
dians on their property, and for the property taken by the 
troops of the United States, and the triendly Creeks in th 
years 1836 and 1837. $355,797, to be distributed according 
tothe schedule returned by the ¢ Inissioners appoited 
under the act of Congress, approved 3d Mar h, is37 


Mr. HUNTER. 1 should have raised a ques- 
tion of order as to whether this isa privateclaim, 
but after the deciston on Mr. Hart’s claim yester- 
day, | do not feel that it is expedient to do so. It 
seems to me that this claim is no more a private 
one than that—both are private ciaims, in my 
opinion, 

This question has been already under the con- 


sideration of the Senate, having been moved as an 
amendment to the deficiency bill, and was argu aed 
pro and con. by the Senator from Michiean, (Mr. 
Cass,|} and the Senator from Tennessee, { Mr. 
Be xt. | I did not think that it was a fair case for 


an appropriation then, nor do [ think so now; but 


I do not think it is necessary to repeat the argu- 
ments used on that occasion, as they must be 
fresh in the recollection of every member of the 
Senate. . 

Mr. CHASE. I would like to have the ques- 
tion raised, and | will raise it for the purpose of 
taking the sense of the Senate, whether this is a 
private claim or not ?—for { think we are in a fair 
way to accomp ish the object of the Senator from 
North Carolina by indirection, if we are not pre 
pared directly, to repeal the rule. These claims 
do not professedly arise under any law of the 
United States; but they arise, as was stated on a 
former occasion, upon the application ef an equity 
to these particular claims. There is no law by 
which any provision for the payment of these 
claims is made; there is no contract in pursuance 
of any law, and there is no treaty by which they 
are recognized or provided for: so that they do not 
come within the category in which the claim, ves- 
terday decided to be a public claim, stands. That 
was ac | um arising in pursvance of a law or of a 
treaty, which is the supreme law of the land. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is very unwil- 
ling to decide, where there is the slightest doubt, 
in a matter of this kind; and has, therefore, on 
several occasions, submitted to the Senate whether 
such a proposition, as that now made, came un- 
der the rule or would be excluded. Under a de- 
cision reversing a decision of the same case, which 
occurred on the deficiency bill, the Senate deter- 
mined yesterday that ac laim, it had formerly pro- 
nounced a privi ate claim, was nota private claim, 
although the Chair, if called upon to decide the 
question, would have decided otherwise. The 
Chairis, therefore, unwilling to excludeany amend- 
ment w hie h, by any possibility, mi ly not be stric tly 
a private claim. The question is now raised again 
upon this amendment, and it is for the Senate to 
decide whether it is a private claim under the rule. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I have certainly no objec- 
tion to the Senate deciding this matter again, al- 
though they have decided it once. The Senate 
decided, when the deficiency bill was under con- 
sideration, that this was nota private claim. I 
have no wish to discuss the question. I want to 
vote on the merits of thecase. I believethat every 
Senator understands it. It is a case arising both 
under treaty and under law. Itis a case which is 
provided for by law; it is one which has been 
recommended by the Commissioner as well as by 
the President of the United States; and much the 
largest portion of the claim is for food and fodder 
furnished to the troops of the United States. As 
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the amendment can be received under the rule. 

Mr. CHASE his claim arises out of depre- 
dations committed by the Creek Indians on prop- 
ertv in Alabama, and, | think, in Georgia The 
law to which the Senator from Alabama, [M1 
CLEMENS, refers, girected the at omtiment or 
commissioners for the p f f ascer 
what depredations had been committed before | 
tilities, during hostilities, and s ‘ ent t 
tilities, distinguishing the ums | e 
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The yeas and tvs were dered 

Mr. BUTLER I shall vote ag st tl ) 
0 on, not because | my nvi ced, | wt ! re 
rround that the Senate has 1 1 it out I voted 
before differently perhaps from what my vote 


would be now, 


Mr. DAWSON. 1 bee to state, that when this 


same proposition W is presented before mn the de- 
"ency bill the sme Dp int wa mare, uid the 
same decision made, by the } ent presiding offi- 
cer, and the Senate decided that it was pro to 
he admitted as an amendment. Are we going toe 
nanee, or to vive 1 vote over ivann every time 
the proposition comes up? I trust we will a 
least remain consistel nnoen th ig} init 

The question was taken, and resulted—yeas 16, 


nays 20: as folloy 


YEAS Messtr Atel mm. Radger Rell Borland, 
Brooke, Butler, Charlton, Clemens, Dawson, Foot, Geyer, 
Sebastian, Smith, Stockton, Upham, and Weller—} 

NAY S—Meast Bradbury, Bright, Brodhe ( use 
De Saussure, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of low Fele 
Hamlin, Hunter, Jones of Towa, Mallory, Meriwet 


Miller, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Spruance, Underwood, ane 
W ade—20. 


So the amendment was not admitted under the 
} 


Mr. ATCHISON I have mn amendme? whi } 


r 





I desire to offer, ind I am of opinion that it is for 
a claim that will not come within the prohibition 
ofthe rule, as it arises under a treaty lt is te 
insert: 

For satisfaction of the claim of Robert Greenough, arising 
uoder a clause of the second article of the treaty made 
with the Menomonee Indians on the 3d day of September 
1836, which clause was rejected by the Senate by way « 
amendment to the treaty, the sum of $20,000 Provide 
That no part of he above im of money sall be 1 iwit 
out the consent of the Menomonee Indians duly tained 

The PRESIDENT. From the reading of the 
amendment, the Chair is under the impressio: 
that it is to provide for what is strictly © private 
claim. That article of the treaty having been 
jected, there is no ground under the treaty for ‘ 
claim. If the Senator is not satisfied with the 
decision of the Chair, he can take an appeal. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I dislike very much to ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair, and I shal) 


not do so; but I shall fulfill my duty towards this 

claim by introducing to-morrow a bill for its sat- 
isfaction, and though I am satisfied in my own 
mind, that it is a public claim, I shall not appeal. 


Mr. WELLER. I hare an amendment to of- 


fer, which is to insert the following: 


That the accounting officers of the Treasury shall be 
authorized and empowered te examine and allow any 
amounts which may be presented for any depredations com 
mitted by Indiansin the State of California, with whom th 
commissioners negotiated treaties: Provided, That sati«fac 

, tory proof shall be adduced of the value of the property de- 
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etroved, and that the same was destroyed before the rejec 
non of the treaties by the Senate. 


Mr. HUNTER. I would inquire of the Sena- 
tor from California, whether there are any esti- 
mates for that appropriation ? 

Mr. WELLER. There are not. 

The PRESIDENT. The amendment cannot 
be raceived, if there is no estimate to base it upon. 
The rule expressly requires that there shall be an 
estimate from the head of a Department, or that 
in amendment shall be reported, by direction of a 
standing committee. Therefore the amendment 
cannot be received. 

Mr. CASS. There is a proposition which | 
will make, with the assent of the chairman of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, which I indicated 
the other day, and that is, to provide for the pay- 
ment of the expenses of the Shawnee delegation 
who came here to obtain the claim which we have 
rejected. The equity of making this provision, I 
helieve, every Senator acceded to. At the sug- 
restion of the honorable chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, 1 move to insert $1,500 to 
nay the expenses of the Shawnee delegation. 

' The PRESIDENT. Is thatamendment offered 
hy the direction of a standing committee? 

Mr. CASS. No, sir; but I propose to appro- 
priate $1,500, that sum being indicated by the hon- 
orable chairm: in, for the purpose of paying the ex- 
penses of the Shawnee delegation to and from the 

seat of Government. 

The PRESIDENT. Is there any estimate for 
it? 

Mr. CASS. There is not. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the Chair cannot 
receive the amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I understand that the 
Committee on Indian Affairs have agreed to it. 

he PRESIDENT. No such report has been 
riade 7 
ir. BRIGHT. Perhaps it is proper | should 
tate that, anticipating that this amendment would 
be offered, on Friday last I asked the acting Com- 
ussioner of Indian Affairs, whether, in his judg- 
ment, it weuld be proper that this amendment 
hould be offered? He said, he thought so, and 
gave me a statement of what he supposed to be 
the ae iry amount. I think he made it $1,425. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot receive 
asiatement of the acting Commissioner. Therule 
requires that an estimate shall be received from 
the wk of a Department. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
amended. And after a conversation as to the 
manner in which the Senate should proceed, the 
amendments made as in Committee of the Whole 
were concurred in, with the exception of the 
clause providing for presents and provisions for 
Indians visiting the California superintendency, 
and the provision in relation to the claim for the 
removal of the Choctaws, on which separate votes 
were desired. 

The first question was on concurring In the fol- 
lowing clause, adopted as in C ommittee of the 
Whole, in relation to the California superintend- 
ency ** For presents and provisions for Indians 
visiting thi superintendency, $3,000.°° 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, | move to 
strike out that clause, and to insert the following: 

for the purpose of purchasing supplies and presents, 
to be distributed to the Indians in the State of California, 
under the direction of the President of the United States, 
the sum of &100,000 

In my judgment, this appropriation will be ab- 
s plutely nece sary y iN order to prevent a large 
body of Indians in California from starving during 
the approaching year. ‘They have been brought 
down from the mountains, from their accustomed 
homes, and settled upon the reservations that were 
made by the Indian commissioners, in the eighteen 
treaties that were negotiated with the different 
tribes. Those treaties have all been rejected by 
the Senate, and it is therefore necessary, in my 
judgment, that some provision should be made for 
them, in order to avoid hostilities. [t will be a 
very difficult thing to explain to these Indians 
how it comes that these treaties, which they en- 
tered into with persons who represented them- 
selves as agents of the Government, have now 
heen repudiated. They will be compelled, as a 
matter of course, in consequence of the rejection 
of the treaties by the Senate, to leave these reser- 
vations upon which they have been placed by the 
Indian commissioners. It is, therefore, proposed 
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in lieu of a confirmation of those treaties; the ob- 


ject being to appease the Indians by providing 


them with subsistence. ‘hey have been driven, 
as I said, from that section of the State where it 
was their habit to live on acorns and the fruits 
found in the woods, and they must inevitably 
starve unless some provision be made for them. 
lor that purpose, l hope the Senate will adopt the 
amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will inquire how much 
was the amount of the a ppropriation ori ginally 
proposed by the U ommitte 2e on Indian Affairs? 

The PRESIDENT. Three thousand dollars. 
It is proposed now to insert $100,000. 

Mr. WELLER. Allow me to say thatI have 
offered this amendment in this place, because it 
was the only place where it could be rotten 1n. 
‘The original provision was simply for supplying 
the Indians who visited the superintendency. My 
provision is more comprehensive, and 1s one 
which looks to the support, to a limited extent, 
of these Indians. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I would inquire of the 


honorable Senator from Califor iia, Whether I un- 
derstand this amendment precisely. If 1 do un- 
derstand it, I think we ought to ad yptit. If itis 
true that there is no appropriation contained in this 


bill for the large number of Indians in California, 
it seems to me that would be right to adopt this 


amendment. If Ll understand the honorable Sen- 


ator from California correctly this is the case. If 
this be the case [ shall have to vote for the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, I rise merely 
for the purpose of ascertaining tne pri iple upon 
which this amendment is proposed. As [ under- 
stand it, it Is an appropriation of money to sub- 
sist the Indians. It is to be the commencement 
of a policy by which they may avoid labor, and 
depend for their support ‘up m this Government. 
The | roposition 1s to appropriate $100,000 to buy 
apouialiins for Indians in the State of California— 
Indians, it is said, who may visit the agency for 
their own purposes, or for the purposes of the 
Government, which purposes are not designated, 
nor 1s it material that they should be designated. 

The great question is this: Shall we, by our 
policy, idopt a course calculated to induce these 
Indians to avoid the necessity of labor? Shall we 
lead them to believe that their indolence will be 
provided for by our appropriations 7 | believe it 
to be very baa policy. In my iudement, instead 
of benefiting the Indians, it will be an mjury to 
them. Instead of preventing the in! hitants of 
any State or Territory from beine troubled by 
them, it will increase that trouble, for the Indians 
will leave their hunting grounds and the patches 


around their huts, and go entirely within the limits 
of the State; because they will know that the 
Government will feed them. I think the policy 1s 
a bad one, and I think it should be considered 
fully before we adopt it: for, where we take one 
step in this way, It would be very difficult to re- 
trace it. : 


I observed yesterday, when an appropriation of 


money was proposed for Indians in New Mexico, 


that it would be economical to the Government if 


such an a} pproy ‘riation were made for the purpose 
of bringing the Indians within our country, in 
order to see the power of our Government. ’ But 
I never, for a moment, supposed that our kind- 
ness, or our benevolence, would impose upon us 
an obligation to provide means to sustain them. 
If these Indians are perishing ¢ ail dependent, the 
fault is not ours. Ido not believe that the Gov- 
ernment brought this condition upon them. But 
I suppose the Indians of the State of California 
have been induced to believe that they would | 
fed under a treaty, and that may be the apology 
for it. Butthose California treaties were not con- 
firmed by the Senate, and these sans, [ suppose, 
have long since returned to their residences, and 
to their hunting grounds; or, if they have not re- 
turned, they ought to be induced to do so, and not 
be encouraged to remain, waiting for an appro- 
priation of money by the Government to subsist 
them. Theseare my views. Buti should like to 
hear from the honorable Senator from Ca lifornia, 
and know why we should adopt the provision. 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I do not think 
that my friend from Georgia has put the propriety 
of this appropriation upon its true ground. If I 
understand the case, it is this: certain treaties were 
negotiated with these Indian tribes. Under those | 
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treaties, they entered into the possession of certain 
reserv ed lands and certain benefits accrued to them 

Now, the treaties have come here to us, and have 
been rejected. In the mean timeit is obvious th: at, 

not only these Indians, but our own people (w ho 
ought to have known better) in California have 
gone upon the idea, that the treaties being made 
by the agent of the Government and agreed to by 
the Indians, it was proper to put them into execu- 

tion. Thus, as the Senator from California says, 

these Indians have been left in this condition fo; 
want of food, with starvation staring them in the 
face, and they can understand it in no other way 
than as an act of bad faith on the part of this 
Government. It is the most natural thing in the 
world that they should so understand it. How 
can they understand the complex machinery by 
which,—after the treaty was negotiated after it 
vas put into execution, after large steps were 
taken to consider it as subsisting,—all of a sudden 
they are informed that the treaty does not bind us, 

and that the »y are to be turned out of their reser- 

vations, depriv ed of all the advantages proposed 
for them, and left in a starving condition? Their 
passions and hostilities must be inflamed with a 
sense of gross injustice and perfidy on the part of 
this Government; and the natural consequences 
will be, in all probability, an outbreak im that 
country. If that should be the result, weall know 
what the consequences will be to the Government 
—thatit will cost us a great deal more to suppress 
the outbreak than it would, by a timely applica 
tion of food, to prevent it from commencing. 

Besides, | would suggest to my friend from 
Georgia, that all this money is not of course to be 
applied to these Indians. We appropriate that 
amount, and the President is to use it, as he sees 
occasion, for the support of the Indians. Of 
course, the President will use it solely for the pur- 
pose of preventing the mischievous consequences 
to which the Senator from California has alluded 
It seems to me that this is a particular and specia 
case, in which the necessity for intervention has 
arisen in consequence of the acts of our agents, 
and the act of theGovernment. It is not entering 
into any general system of feeding Indians; but it 
is a small appropriation to avoid an Indian con 
flict that will involve the Government in a large 
expense, besides the necessity of taking the lives 
of some of these poor creatures, and also the prob- 
able consequence of the loss of the lives of our 
own citizens. It seems to me that it si a very wise 
and just precautionary measure; and that the 
amount is small enough. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, [ have only a 
few words to say in answer to the Senator from 
Georgia. Iam not in the habit of voting for ex- 
travagant appropriations, whether the money be 
expended in California or elsewhere. Nor would 
i have submitted this amendment had I not been 

verfectly satisfied that, unless some provision be 
ails for these Indians, they will be driven by 
starvation into hostilities with the whites. The 
Senator from Georgia says: ‘‘ Let them return to 
their hunting grounds.’’ Their hunting grounds ' 
The white man is there. The white race is 
scattered all over the State of California. There 
is nota guich or a mountain where your miner 
is not engaged in his toil and labor. How, then, 
will the Indian go back to that spot where he 
was accustomed to obtain his food? The miner 
is there, and it is utterly impossible for the Indian 
to return. He has come down upon the reserva- 
tion which was made by the agent of your Govern 
ment, in conformity with the treaties made with 
him. The Indians believed that they were to be 
secured in the undisturbed possession of that por- 
tion of territory which had been allotted to them 
under the treaties. Those treaties required the 
Government of the United States to feed these 
{ndians—to furnish them with a large amount of 
beef, and various other articles, which would have 
involved the Government in a most extraordinary 
expenditure. 

Public policy demanded that those treaties should 
be rejected; but they have been in part executed 
by the commissioners upon the one side, and by 
the Indians upon the other. We have rejected 
them, and therefore we are under a moral ailian- 
tion to make some provision for the support of 
those who have been disappointed by their rejec- 
tion. The Indians are now on the reservations 
They cannot return to their fishing streams where 
| they were in the habit of obtaining some of their 
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food. They cannot return to the acorn trees from 
whence they derived a part of their support, be- 
ause, as | said before, the white man has gone 
there, and he will not suffer the Indians to remain 
near him. 

We who represent the State of California were 
compelled, from a sense of duty, to vote for the 
rejection of the treaties, becs suse we knew that it 
would be utterly impossibi e for the General Gov- 
ernment to retain these Indians in the undisturbed 
possession of these reservations. Why, there 
were as many as six dyn vations made in a single 
county in the State of California, and that one of 
the best mining countiesin the State. They knew 
that those reservations included mineral lands, 
and that, just so soon as it became more profitable 
to dig upon the reservations than elsewhere, the 
white man would go there, and that the whole 
Army of the United States could not expel the 
intruders. 

It was, therefore, under this stern necessity that 

we were compelled to reject the treaties; and now, 
after the Indians have complied with them—after 
they have done everything in their power to ex- 
ecute them in good faith, by coming down out of 
their old homes and oc cupying the reservations, I 
only ask that an appropriation of $100,000 should 
be made for their temporary re lief—for their r sup- 
port under the circumstances in which they have 
been placed by the rejection of the treaties by this 
branch of the Government. If I did not believe 
it was an appropriation demanded by absolute ne- 
cessity, lL would not have asked it at the hands of 
the Senate. It will be hard indeed to explain to 
these Indians how it came that the formal treaty 
made with your accredited agents has been vio- 
lated. They may not understand, as well as you 
and I, that the President and Senate alone, under 
our Constitution, have the power to conclude 
treaties. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Will the gentleman = 
form me, if he pleases, whether, by these treat 
any provision or any promise was held out to po 
Indians, that if they did come down and oce upy 
the reservations on the country set apart for them, 
they would be provided for ?—and what provision 
was to be made for them? 

Mr. WELLER. Every one of those treaties 
required, amongst other things, that the Indians 
should be supplied with a certain quantity of food 
in the year 1851, and in the year 1852. That 
which was to have been supplied to the Indians in 
1851, of course has already been delivered to them, 
and a considerable portion of that which was re- 
quired to be delivered in 1852, has also been turned 
over. Butthere remained, according to these trea- 
ties, a large quantity yet to be delivered; and the 
rejection of the treaties has stopped the delivery 
of beef. We did undertake, under those treaties, 
to supply the Indians with beef to a very large 
amount during these two years. I believe that 
four or five of the treaties required us to deliver 
more than $100,000 worth of beef during the year 
1852; and if we are to look at it as a question of 
dollars and cents, we shall make money by giving 
$100,000 now, instead of furnishing the beef which 
we had agreed to furnish under the treaties in 
1852. In other words, an execution of these trea- 
ties would have required a much larger expendi- 
ture of the public money than is proposed by this 
amendment. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, [ think there is a 
great deal of justice in what the Senator from 
California has observed, but the amount proposed 
to be appropriated is greater than I am prepared 
to vote for. It must be recollected that the Indians 
have already received food to the value of $800,000 
or $1,000,000 during the year 1851 and a portion 
of 1852, without the slightest consideration having 
been paid tous. The treaties have all to be made 
over again. I am willing to make some appro- 

oriation under the circumstances of the case, but 
should think the amount proposed by the hon- 
orable Senator from California, considering the 
expenditure which has already been made, and 
the amount that the Indians have already received 
from citizens of the United States, is too much. 

Mr. WELLER. The Government only paid 
$50,000. 

Mr. CASS. I understand that perfectly. I 
said the Indians were furnished by citizens—not 
by the Government—to the amount of nearly 
$1,000,000. 

Mr. WELLER. The amount appropriated by 





provisions to the ame 
and my learned friend from Michigan he other 
day took occasion to inform the Senate that under 


stipulated should be delivered to 
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the Government was $50,000. But the Indians 
obtained from citizens of California, beef and other 


unt of near 


y $1,000,000, 


no circumstances would he vote for paying that 
amount. 


. ’ . 
If he does not intend to vote it out of 


the National Treasury he ought not to charge the 


Indians with having received it from the Govern- 


ment. But I put this proposition upon the plain 
rround that if you had executed these treaties and 
rone on and delivere: 


the beef which the treaties 
Indians, it 
would have cost the Government more than the 





appropriation now asked. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, | have no 
doubt that this amendment is moved with more 
than ordinary intelligence on the part of the mover, 
because it comes from the honorable Senator from 
California, who perhaps understands this subject 
better than any one else here. sutan amendment 
of this kind, W hich indicates a source of expendi- 
ture fromthe Federal Treasury for an o ‘t which 
Is certainly new to me—when it has not had the 
sanction or Investigation of a committer —I must 
receive with some distrust. | donot say thata com- 
mittee would examine the subject or bring forward 
a proposition with more intelligence than the hon- 
orable Senator from California; but from his state- 
ment I see that this is but the commencement of 
a system of expenditure for the subsistence of the 
Indi in California. If we make this appropri- 
ation of $100,000, it will be holding out induce- 
ments to these poor, deluded, expelled creatures. 
The white man will dr ve them trom their lands: 
al d how are weto fi ithem+?: \re we tole “]d them 
from the Treasury? Shall we « mer 1system 
of this kind, and commence it in reference to its 
operation onthe Fed Treasury I dosay that 
there ought to be some more invest! ian the 
motion ot a singieme er, al | iyitwith great 
respect for the honorable gentleman from Cali- 


fornia. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


this is a matter of a good deal of consequence, 





and that we ought to deliberate on it well before 
we adopt the ame nd ment. Yetl am not altogether 
certain but that tl e amendment ought to be adopted. 
My friend from California, if | understand him, 
predicates it upon the ground that by the invasion 


of the Indian territory by the minersalready, and 


' ' 1 
Dy the prospective 


invasion of the miners, the 
came of the Indians has peen destroy ed, an d the 
which they rely 
has been cut off. I have no doubt of the truth of 


usual source of subsistence upon 


thatin a creat degree. But, sir, it present 't ymy 
mind this consideration, that here, our people, 
without law, go into the Indian country, destroy 
the means of the Indians, disperse their game, or 
kill their game, interrupt their possessions and 
their means of living, and then Congress is called 


upon to make provision for that state of things. 


I admit that it is wrong to these people to In- 
vade their possessions, and cut off their means of 
subsistence; and if we, asa Government, tolerate 
it, we oucht to make them some allowance; and 


in that point of view the amendment of my 
friend from California commends itself to my 
favorable consideration. But while I look at it i 
that aspect, | cannot forget that it is based upon a 


wrong—I cannot forget that it is based upon a 


thine which we oucht to have moral courage, and 
which ] think we have physical courage, to prevent. 
The territory of the Indians oucht not to be thus 
invaded. We ought not to allow their means of 
subsistence to be taken away from them, against 
law and withoutlaw: so that the National Treasury 
is called upon to prevent these poor wretches from 
starving. — 

Now, how all these objects are to be obtained, 
and what it is best for us to do, under the circum- 
stances, is a very grave question, and, as the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina says, it requires crave 
consideration. I acknowledge that, for myself, I 
hardly know what todo. The idea of allowing 
these poor creatures to starve to death, when we, 
in a great measure, have brought that condition 
upon them, is horrible to humanity, and I cannot 


well tolerate it. But, then, the consequences of 


engaging inthis state of things, that we are to 
feed all the Indian tribes, and put them upon the 
Treasury for eerets is a consequence equally 
alarming. I should | ye very glad if the matter 
could be weighed further, and if we could have 
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the report of a committee, and some more delibe 
ation on the subject i confess that I hardly know 
what to do 

Mr. ATCHISON Mr. President, there is 
some difficulty in my mind in relation to this 
matter, not as to the amount proposed at all, but 
whether it will answer 
the purpose of feeding forty thousand . dians in 
California, or such number as it may be necessary 
to feed. 

Mr. WELLER here are seventy thousand 
Indians im California 


Mr. ATCHISON. There may be seventy 


ecause | doubt very mucl 


thousand, but my information and my belief on 
that information js, that they cannot exceed forty 
thousand. At least, that was the estimate before 
we acquired California. By those best informed, 
it was estimated that the whole population of Ca 


ifornia, red and white, did not exceed sixty thou 
sand, though that is a point about which Lam not 
so well informed as the Senator from California 
It is truly said that but 850.000 have been ay 
propriated by this Government for Indian services 
in California. Those €50,000 are gone, and not 


one dollar for the benefit of the Indians, as far as } 


can ascertain. Hence the only objection in my 


mind to this appropriation ts as to the manner 
which it is to be disbursed, and as to who is to 
disburse it, and whether the Indians w deriv 


any more benefit from these $100,000 than fron 
the $50,000 already expended. Why, there are 
claims now before the Committee on Indian Af 
fairs from California—and just claims, which thi 
Government will be compelled to pay for bee 
furnished and for services rendered to the com 
missioners while engaged in making the eighteet 
treaties which have been rejected by the Senate— 
claims for the very purpose which “thos e 450,000 
were appropriated to Pay, the expenses of nego- 


tiation. Claims, I do not know to what amount, 


but certainly to the amount of several thousand 
dollars, are now before the Committee on. Indian 
\ffairs for transporting the Indians from one place 
to another, and feeding them while holding the 
treaties, in addition to the $50,000 expended, no 
man can tell for what But if we could have the 
least assurance in the world that these &100,000 
would be well appropriated, and justly appropr 

ated, for the purpose of feeding these Indians, and 


perhaps of clothing them, I would not hesitate for 


1 moment to vote for it, or even for an appron 

ation of $200,000. Fook 
Some re ntlemen wish to cut down this appro 

priation to 450,000. Why, according to the low 


est estimate I can make, you will have to furnish 
forty thousand, or, a the Sen ator from California 
says, seventy thousand Indians with provisions 
If you feed them with beef—and I suppose that 
this is the « neapest article of food with which you 
can supply them—how many head of cattle ¢ ould 
be furnished to these seve nty thousand Indians 
Only two thousand head of cattle to feed seventy 


thousand Indians, or, according to my estimate, 
forty thousand Indians. I estimate cattle at 450 
a head, and I suppose they cannot be had in Cal- 


ifornia for less. Some gentlemen who negotiated 
the treaties, I am informed, gave from #80 to $100 


a head, in some instances, for cattle, and in others, 
| believe, $50 a head: but I think the honorable 
Senator from California will bear me out in the 
assertion, that beef cannot be furnished to those 
Indians at less ‘han $50 a head. But I would 


ot hesitate for . moment in voting 4100.000 or 

$200,000, if [ had the least assurance that the 
money would be appropriated 
intended. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, this is a sub 
ject of great difficulty. I know, as was said by 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Burren, 
that the Senator from California speaks upon this 
subject with more intelligence than any of us. | 
feel the full weight of all that he has said, and 
yet, at the same time, I cannot but be 
with the weight of what has fallen from the Sen 


for the purposes 


opressed 


ator from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson.] | am unwill 
ing, on the one hand, to assume for this Gov 


ernment the obligation of supporting these Pueblo 
Indians, if they should be dispossessed of their 
ands by intruders from the State of California: 
and J an unwilling to vote any appropriation 
which may, by implication, bind this Government 
to pay debts contracted by the agents who acted 
not only without orders, but contrary to their in- 
structions. I should not, therefore, be willing— 
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if | were to come to the conclusion that some tem- 
on ought to be made in orderto fur- 


' y pro 
? 1} thene Indians with suppiles- to vote for the 
proposition, unless it were guarded in such a man 
ner as to exclude the conclusion that the United 


States were making this their permanent policy, 
or resorung to it for more than to meet a tempo- 
rary emergency. But it isa very grave question, 
and one which ts destined hereafter to penne te 
us very much in relation to what is to be done 
with these ludians in California—where are the y 
togo? It seems that they are disposse ssed by in- 
traders, driven from their \siaien. wind compell led 
either to join the roving bands of the mountains, 
or to be aan in their turn marauders to visit again 
ipon the whites the injuries which were first in- 
flicted upon them. 
I do not see—and | am not sure the at that would 
answer—any way outof the difficul Ity except thi 
‘The Government certainly does own lands in Cal- 
ifornia, and it may own lands in some positions 
in which a place ‘of refuge micht be afforded to 
ti And if we are to look to any per- 
manent policy that is to say,loany policy which 
may serve our turn for fifteen or twenty years to 
Come, for | an aware that nothing yr can Ly e Ca lled 
2 permanent policy in‘relation to these Indians— 
must be by looking to some such provision as 
that to which I allude to enable them to find a 
h ibitation and an abode; and I think that the In- 
lian Department should turn its attention to this 
matter, I would be willing to vote—perhaps not 
$100,000, for it seems to me that, as there is 
no estimate for it, that may be too much—but I 
do not know that I should object even to that 
amount, tf the Senator from California will guard 
the amendment in such terms as to say that it 
shall be a mere temporary provision to meet the 
existing emergency, and shall not bind the Gov- 


ese Indians. 


ernment to the future policy of supporting these 
Indians whenever they may be dispossessed. | 
im utterly opposed to that; but | think some 
provision ought to be made upon the public lands 
to furnish these people with an abode, if it be possi- 
ble. I know shore is one other resource. ‘The 
State of California has a deep interest in not dis- 
possessing these Indians, and having them wan- 
dering about its borders. Ido not know but that 
if we do not take this ob hs ation upon ourselves, 
they will be forced to make some provision; nad 
it does seem to me that they ought to make some 
provision by which to prevent these intrusions. 
California is a State, and has power to prevent 
these intrusions to some extent. But [lam will- 
tng to discharge that portion of the obligation 
which falls upon the United States. [am willing 
to take a portion of the public lands, (if a portion 
ean be selected which would suit the views of the 
people of California, and satisfy the Indians as 
well as the interests of the Government,) on which 
they may be settled. That is the only plan that 
I see. As to this idea of feeding them when they 
may be dispossessed, year after year, it can result, 
as the Senator from Georgia well says, in no good 
either to the Indians or to the whites. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, the dif- 
ficulties seem to increase the more I| think about 
this matter. It does seem tome that we have not 
all the facts before us which it is necessary to un- 
derstand in order to have judicious and discreet 
legislation upon this subject. Since I addressed 
the Senate before, | have heard it stated that there 
are seventy thousand of these California Indians. 

Mr. WELLER. I say so now. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. My friend says he re- 
peats it. Now, take it for granted that there are 
seventy thousand, how are they situated? Are 
they scattered over large extent of country, or 
are they concentrated in towns and villages, so 
that you can reach them directly? If they are 
scattered over a large extent of country, and you 
put these $100,000 into the hands of agents , how 


are they to reach the seventy thousand ladies 


scattered over the country? How are they to 
make provision for the Indians, when they oceupy 
hundreds of square miles? How are they to be 
These are difii- 


culties which have arisen in my mind as the dis- 
cussion has progressed. 

Sanpete, however, that you have the seventy 
thousand Indians congregated together, so that 
they can be reached by the agents having the 
$100,000 to distribute among them in provisions: 
As soon as you congregate them, you deprive | 
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them of their ordinary and usual mode of subsist- 
ence by hunting. 


withdraw them from their little patches of vezeta- 


If they are now scattered, you 


bles and other agricultural products, on which 
they may, to some extent, look for a subsistence; 
and if you bring them all towether, al ( de prive 
them of their ordinary means of supp! y, your 
$100,000 will be nothing. It will be buta drop 
in the bucket—but a little better than a dollar 
apiece, if you are lo congregate them in that 
way, and thus deprive them of their hunting pur- 
suits, a million or two millions of dollars would 
not sustun them fora year at California prices. 

Mr. DAWSON. This amendment would not 
rive them a dinner apiece 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I suppose it would not 
at California prices. I have now presented the 
subject to the consideration of the Senate in two 
these Indians to be 
: | suppose they are, all over the coun- 
try, relying to some extent upon fishing and hunt- 


ing, and their little patches of vegetables, for sub- 


veowehe one ene 
scattered, 


sistence. The other is as congregated and brought 
tovether. And | ask the Senate, how are these 
one hundred thousand dollars to benefit the Indians, 
situated in either position? It seems to me that 
the subject deserves a great deal of consideration 
before we make the appropriation. In oneaspect, 
in the scattered condition of the Indians, it seems 
to me that it would do no good; and in their ag- 
gregate condition, in which I have contemplated 
them, it will not be anything like an appropriation 
which will be of value to them. 

Under this difficulty, it seems to me that the ap- 
propriation can do but little good; and if vo 
Indians, as I presume they are, be scattered, 
the way L have contempl: ated, and you divide the 
$100,0U0, and put it into the hands of half adoze 
agents, | am afraid that the agents will get the 
most of it before it gets into the hands of the In- 
dians. These are the difficulties which [ have, 
and which present themselves to my mind as oper- 
ating against the amendment. 

Mr. BELL. I have listened to the suggestions 
on both sides of the Chamber in relation to this 
proposition, and it seems to me that there would 
be some propriety 1 enlarging the appropriation 
contemplated by a amendment adopted by the 
Senate in quasi committee, but I think the amend- 
ment propos sed by the honorable Senator from 
California is unnecessarily large, contemplating 
the object whic h he does, because Congress will 
sit again in a very few months, and we shall then, 
perhaps, be better informed as to the necessities 


of the Indians in California, and the propriety of 


enlarging the appropriation, or making an addi- 
tional appropriation. 

This proposition is based, as I understand the 
Senator from California, for the most part, upon 
the idea pone treaties having been made with these 
Indians, or the most of them, and they not being 
able to comprehend why the Government of the 
United States has not ratified the treaties—being 
disappointed in their ex ‘pectations—rel ying > as 
they may have done, up to this time, upon the 
provisions of these treaties for their future subsist- 
ence, in part—irritation, mischief, and hostility 
may grow out of it, unless the Government adopt 
speedil y some course to reconcile them to what 
has been done by the Senate. Hence, it is pro- 
posed to pacify them by distributing presents and 
provisions among them to keep them quiet until 
we shall settle upon some policy in regard to them. 
This is what I understand to be the object of the 
Senator from California. I think it is a very sen- 
sible, and a very wise suggestion. 

Now, were we to go into the discussion of what 
should be our policy with regard to these Indians, 
none of us would be prepared to say what ought 
to be done, and what policy ought to be pursued. 
But, considering that we have rejected these nu- 
merous treaties, and that some c ompensation may 
be due to the Indians for provisions which will 
not be furnished according to the treaties made by 
the commissioners, which have not been ratified, I 
apprehend that some new treaties will have to be 
made with the Indians, and that the commission- 
ers, under proper instructions from the Govern- 
ment, will have in view some permanent policy, 
and that some provision—some just and reason- 
able, and, if you please, liberal provision—will be 
made for the subsistence of the Indians, consider- 
ing the circumstances of their being deprived of 
their old and accustomed modes of subsisting 
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themselves. I am, therefore, perfec tly willing to 
enlarge the ap propriation as originally presented 
by the Senator from Missouri, going upon the es- 
timate of the Department. | think it is prudent 
that we should make some larger provision for 
presents Lo these Indians, and for subsistenc "e, to 
be as judiciously applied as we are able to have 
them applied, under the circumstances of the e: ase, 
to prevent irritation and outbreaks, until we can 
have new treaties made,as | hope, by commission- 
ers of more discretion ‘and more judgment than 
those whom we have recently trusted with our 
Indian affairs in California. I think, therefore, if 
the Senator from California would reduce his prop- 
osition to $30,000 or $40,000, or even $50,000, to 
be expended until Congress shall sit again, for this 
solitary purpose, I shall not object. Certainly it 
is idle for us to consider here, with the informa- 
tion we have on the subject, as to any permanent 
policy. By voting this moderate amount, | think 
that we would not be committed ourselves, nor 
would the country, nor the Indians hold us to the 
policy of underts iking to subsist them hereat ter, 
to discourage industry, and lead them to depe al 
wholly upon the “ee! of this Government. If 
the Senator from California would reduce his 
proposition to a more moderate amount, I should 
vote for it with pleasure, and think that would be 
enough for two or three months to come. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, I agree with 
the honerable Senator from Tennessee, that we 
are deficient in the requisite amount of informa- 
tion upon this subject; but at this late day of the 
session it must be evident to every Senator that it 
is perfectly impossible that we can obtain any in- 
formation in time to bring this measure into any 
tangible shape; and unless it be passed in the 
form in which it is now presented, it is probable 
it will not be passed atall. I think we have about 
two days to devote to each of the general appro- 
priation bills, and that we can properly devote no 
more than two days to each of them. Isuppose, 
therefore, that this measure cannot be presented 
and passed as a distinct and separate one; and 
conceding that we are deficient in information, 
still | am unwilling to let that stand in the way of 
this measure, because it seems to me to be so 
expedient that, from the little knowledge I have 
had of the Indians, I think it ought to be adopted. 
The Senator from California, who is, perhaps, as 
familiar with the matter as any Senator on the 
floor, can give us all the light which we can de- 
rive from the investigation of a committee. He 
comes here and tells us—that which must be self- 
evident to every man who has ever had anything 
to do with the Indians—that the Indians have 
been dispossessed of their hunting grounds; that 
they have been driven back; that they are ina 
starving condition; and more than that, he tells us 
that they have been led to believe that the United 
States, through their agents, would in part pro- 
vide for them in this condition. Now, what is it 
that has induced the Indians upon our settled 
frontier, in every section of our country, to make 
war upon the whites? It is precisely ‘this condi- 
tion of things. The Indians have been dispos- 
sessed of their hunting grounds, and been driven 
to agricultural pursuits, which they have had to 
pursue immediately, without preparation, or star- 
vation was inevitable. Whenever the experiment 
has been tried this has been the result. Yet we 
are, from day to day, endeavoring to force the In- 
dians upon the cultivation of the soil, upon the 
spur of the moment, without any previous prep- 
aration, and withhold from them the small pit- 
tance which might perhaps prepare them for that 
kind of life. 

What is it that is daily driving the Indians on 
the frontiers of Texas into hostilities ? Why, 
they are gradually driven back by the white set- 
tlements. They never take life if they can possi- 
bly avoid it. Their first resort is to steal cattle, 
and when they take life it is for the purpose of 
concealing the robbery. If the subject were to be 
investigated, I undertake to say that the Senate 
would find that when a company of volunteers is 
called out to quell an Indian insurrection, the pay 
of that company would feed twelve times as many 
Indians as there are whites in the neighborhood; 
and that by feeding them the rupture would have 
been entirely healed, or would not have taken 
place. 

I hope that the sum proposed by the Senator 


_ from California will not be decreased, because the 
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appropris ition of less than $100,000 cannot be ex- 


sufficient to feed seventy thousand 
| haat nor would that sum feed all. I 
apprehend that the Senator from California con- 
templates no such thing as that the whole seventy 
thousand Indians shall derive the benefit of this 
Why, it would not divide among 
them much more than $1 40a piece, and would 
feed very few of them. One hundred thousand 
dollars, at the rate of pay, would feed 
about fourteen thousand Indians for one year. Now 
we will suppose that no more than fourteen thou- 
sand Indians are to be paid—fourteen thousand 
Indians are sufficient to keep the frontiers of Cali- 
fornia in a state of consternation for an entire 
year, and they would the destruction of 
valuable The Senator from 
California tells us that, unless some provision be 
war Is Inevitable; that these men, driven to 
will make war upon thie frontier 
unless their reasonable expectations are an- 
swered. His are borne out by our 
experience 1n other portions of thee ountry. E 
for one, 10 tate of things—when we, by our 
led the eadinais to believe that we would 
interfere in their behalf—am willing to extend this 
pittance of $100,000, and probably it will prevent 
Indian hostilities; and in that p rob ability it is a 
mere pittance, and I trust will not be decreased. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have prepared a substitute 
for the amendment of the Senator from California, 
which [ hope may be received. 

The PRESIDENT. The proposition of the 
Senator from California amendment an 
imendment, and an amendment to that proposition 
—_— he received. 

Mr. HUNTER. [If it is read, perhaps the Sen- 
tor from California will accept it. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be read for 
ation. 

The 


lows: 


' ‘ted to be 


them 


appropri won. 


soldiers’ 


cause 
housands of lives. 
made, 
starvation, set- 
tlers, 
assertions 


this 


agents, 


is an to 


inform- 


amendment was accordingly read, as fol- 


For the temporary relief of the Indians in California, 
until permanent arrangements be made for their future set 
tlement, the sum of 850,000: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be so construed as to imp!y an obligation on 
the part of the United States to feed and support the Indians 
who have been dispossessed of their land in California. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 can leave the amount blank 
if the Senator wishes it. 

Mr. WELLER. Ihave no objection tq, the 
proposition of the Senator from Virginia, except 
as to that provision of it which names the amount 
to be appropriated; and I would agree to the sug- 
gestion of my friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Bett,] 
were it not for the fact, that l am perfec tly satisfied 
that I have already fixed the amount at the very 
lowest sum that will produce any practical good. 
I know that there are other gentlemen who under- 
stand fully this question, who he ive desired an ap- 
propriation of $200,000, and I have been told by 
rentlemen who know the condition of the Indians 
now in California, that a sum less than $200,000 
will not prevent the Indians from starving during 
the present year. But, hoping that the proposi- 
tion might meet the approbation of the Senate, I 
fixed it at the very lowest point at which I a ed 
any practical rood would result—$100,000. de- 
sired, of course, that the appropriation ll be 

based upon the idea that, as the treaties have been 
re jected, it was necessary to ms ake some provision 
for the support of these Indians, until we should 
adopt some permanent policy with regard to them. 
Their temporary interests | am now seeking to 
advance, whilst I am looking to the maintenance 
of peace upon the frontier. 

I undertake to say that there are seventy thou- 
sand Indians within the limits of the State of Cal- 
ifornia, although I should not like to make a ques- 
rw of veracity with my friend from Missouri. In 

California their number is variously estimated at 
fromm 100,000 to 150,000. The Governor of that 
State two years ago addressed a letter to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, which is to be found 
among the public records, affirming that there 
were 100,000 warriors within the limits of Cali- 
fornia. I doubt not that this was an exaggeration. 
But the whole number of souls I have estimated 
at 70,000. This opinion is based upon my own 
observation, as well as the information derived 
from others, and I think may be relied upon. 

You have appointed a Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs in California, a against whose integrity not 
one syllable has ever been uttered. He is a gen- 
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He h 


week for the purpose of 


tleman of irreproachable character. been 


sent out during the last 
exercising supervisory over Indian affairs 
upon the Pacific. 


pointed an Indian 


contro 
You 


agent 


have uso recently ap- 
for C Maior 
Reading,) a gentleman well known not only there, 
but here, of irreproachable charac 
intelligence, and excellent habits—a man w 
integrity never any where, 
and who stands hich in the estimation of all who 
have known him, and who, from a 
eight years in that country, knows the lo 
and if 


uilfornia, 


ter, of veneral 
nose 
questioned 


has been 


residence of 


ation of 


every tribe of Indians: the appropriation 
were placed in his hands, relying, as | would 
most implteitl Vs upon his hone ty al don tevrily 


in its disbursement, | should feel an assurance that 
every dollar that was appropriated would be ex- 


pended properly for the support of the Indians. 


Sir, he would have no difficulty in getting these 
Indians to the points where it would be necessary 
to distribute the provisions. His knowledge of 


localities would prevent him from experiencing any 
difficulties from this source. ; 

sutif this appropriation is not made, what do 
you propose todo? Youhave rej jected the treaties 
after they had been partially the 
Indians had abandoned their hunting grounds, and 
mto valleys, upon their reservat 
The white man has gone and taken possession of 
the which they have 
doned. there 
mineral section of 
do with these 


executed—after 


come the ions. 


erounds themselves aban- 


tle is engaged now, tounge in the 


and what you to 


Do you propose that the 


the State: ire 


Indians ? 


State of California shall be compelled to save them 
from Starvation: We have been compelled to 
fight them since our admission into the Union. 


You have taken care to send your EY ederal troops 
somewhere else; and when these Indians 
vaded our frontier, and when they 
the property and the have 
been compelled to rely upon our own troops tor 
The State of California has expended 


have in- 


have destroyed 


lives of our pe ople, 


we 


our defense. 


$1,000,000 already, in repelling the assaults of 
these Indians; and you now propose that we shall 
be compelled also to feed them. I say,s an 
your past policy has called upon us to sustain the 
whole expense of these Indian wars; and if this 


amendment be rejected, us to feed the 
Indians besides, for 
vation is inevits als le, unless they are fed by you. 
My proposition 1S simply to makea provision 
for them temporarily, until this Government can 
adopt some system for the relief of the Indians. 
Sir, it has been the policy of the Government to 
drive them to the West; but the white man is now 
in the West. He stands upon the shores of the 
Pacific ocean. He pushing the 
Indian back upon the Rocky Mountains. The 
Indian is placed in between the upper and nether 
millstones, and he must be crushed! The fate of 
the Indian is irrevocably Lie must soon 
be crushed by the encroaching tide of emigration. 
The hand of destiny has marked him, and soon 
he must fade away. to every hu- 


you compel 


or to see them starving: star- 


has commenced 


sealed. 


‘The reflection 
mane heart isa melancholy one, but itis unavoid- 
able. Inthe providence of God they must soon 
disappear before the onward — of our coun- 
trymen. Humanity may forbid, but the interest 
of the white man demands their extinction. 

Now, I do not undertake to say what poli y 
ought to be adopted. Lam not in possession of 
the information necessary to enable 
any opinion in reference to the future poli +y to be 
adopted by the Government in regard 
Indians. [ have not of course had an opportu- 
nity of hearing from that country since the re 
tion of the treaties by the Senate, and I cannot 
speak of the effect that that rejection will produce; 
but | am certain that that State will 
involved in an Indian war just so soon as-the In- 
dians are driven from their reservations, if no pro- 
vision whatever be made for them. If you 
involved :n a war, who is to pay the expense of 
that war? Take it, sir, as a question of economy 


me to give 
to these 


rejec- 
be 


! 
aimost 


are 


—who is to pay the expense of that war? The 
General Government is bound to extend its pro- 
tecting hand over all its people; and if the man 


who stands upon the shores of the Pacific ocean is 
as much entitled to the protection of the Govern- 
ment as he who stands in the center of 
try, that protecting hand can only be extended 
there at the expense of the National Treasury: 

and you will be compeiled to expend hundreds of 
| thousands of dollars in repelling the assaults that 


the coun- 








will be provoked by a ) € his 
sm ANCE 
ul over ie Sta l ' ty these | 
dians rre found es r ed the ? t » seXK 
tion of the State. Th \ e easily oO na You 
have already deprived them of the ordinary means 
of subsistence. Then er is upon the d ground, 
and he will not suffer the Indian to cor t with 
whe he conceives to be his interest Yo 
compelled, then, to legislate as you find thines, 
und not as you desire them to be | HAY : 
very hard thing that the miner | one into that 
rezion and driven the Indians out of it, but it wes 
your popul tion, 1 Was your countryme was 
the citizens of your State who have gwone there I 
say to the Senate in all set sness, hev 
are determined that the State of Ca " | 
not only te ed these ly d ns, bit s 
compelled to fight them with her ov ‘ ind 
at her own expense, and in the mean time y 
are taxing the very necessaries of life whi hey 
‘ ynsume, the very bread Ww h they eat, the 
will come when there will be a s t of 
fection upon the shores of the Pacif when t ‘ 
see the r friends and rel s in hered ‘ | 
Indians in cold blood—when they se 
unlighted, their harbors mproved } ' 
mmerce unprotected, they w ' , nau 
whether this is the same sort of istice extended 
to -he other States of the | 
Sir, if you desire to maintain the peace and har- 
nony of the Union, vi st take care to do jr 
tice to all its parts. \ m o mat lopt a policy 
ich will nirenate f af ms rf e, 
r ke them fee e tt fe e oft ! t 
ire far, very far away trom y Lhev feel 
rh of this now They feel ofte mes that 
there is a want of sympathy « vo t \ de 
them; that they are revarded ire e cousin, 
for whom no particular affection ts et rained | 
the parent Government. If a course of 1 ey of 
his sort be adopted, you Ww increase that disal- 


fection, until they w be compelled to take care 
of themselves. If you desire that the people now 
located upon the shores of the Pacific s tuke 
care of themse ves, withdraw your ¢ tor ne 1@ 
officers, and my word for it, they will scon do 
However unwilling they may be to withdraw from 
the Union, they will never agree to sacrifice their 
honor. stern necessity may com el them to pu 
sue a course at variance with all their feelings and 
SYmpatnies, 

I am asking no more for the people of Califor 
nia than I am willing to accord to the citizens of 
any other State. I do not urge this appropriation 
because the & 100 000 are to e expended 1 the 


State which lL in part represent; | 


cated it from a solemn convict! 





sOMme 
provision of this sort be made, a larre portion of 
California will be involved in a desolating wat 
with the Indian tribes, and these Indians will in 
the end be exterminated. Such wil! be the rest 

It is like the que tion of deatl mere ones- 
tion of time with them. They must : he 
crushed—they will be exterminated before the o 
ward march of the white man mtu the mean 
time, as a matter of humanity, let us do all we 
can to I w t t ke them to the 
earth. , whicn 1 ener y the y i 
of tyrants, requires us to drive hem from the 
eraves of their fathers and the homes of their ar 
cestors, let our plans be tempered with ercy. 
Let us not forget that the time will come w ntne 
Creator of the white and the red man will ; 
upon our conduct. Although they may be t 
poorest of his creatures, injustice to them may 
not, will not go unpunished. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will inquire 
the Senator from California whether he ents the 
proposition made by the Senat from V nia in 
lieu of his own? : 

Mr. WELLEI If the Senat A e out 
“= sum named in theamendment, | wi ept it. 
Mr. HUNTER. I leave the sum } nk 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The question on the 
amendment which has been offered by the Sen- 
itor from Virginia, and accepted by the Senator 
from California. 

Mr. WELLER. I move that the blank in the 
amendment be led with 100.000. 

The P RE SIDENT. Then the first question 


lank with $100, 000. 


will be on fill: ing the | 
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Mr.. WALKER. Mr. President, 1 have | 
ened —e a good deal of interest and a good deal 
of attention to what the honorable Senator from 
California! has justsaid. ‘That most of what he 
save ougnt to impress us cannot be doubted, and 
will not be di 1p ited by any one. 


The only thing 
to which I obje ‘t, is to the conclusion of his re 
marks. I dislike all prophecies or threats of what 

parucular section of this country will doin a 
riven event, before the necessity 1s forced upon it. 
1 wish that had been unsaid. ~ But, sir, that the 
time is fast approaching when the great catas- 
trophe of the Indian tribes is to arrive, is to be 
witnessed, and to be suffered, none of us can 
doubt. He that has looked into the condition of 
that people, must have come to the conclusion, 
that when the white people lapped around them 
on the west, the finale of their fate was not far off. 

W hat strikes meas astonishing is, that the prop- 
sition of the Senator from California should be 
deemed at all adequate to the emergency Why, 
upon what groun i does he place it? He tells us, 
what we knew before, that the Indian agents In 
California made treaties with these Indians; that 
whilst treating they had supported them, and that 
in the treaties made with them—and which they 
had a fair and good right to presume would be 
ratified—promises were made to them of subsist- 
ence to stand in lieu of the resources which they 
had heretofore had—the acorns of the country, 
the game of the country, and whatever else there 
micht be to which they had pre viously resorted 


or subsistence. He says that these treaties were 
rejected, and conseque ntly that their terms have 
not been complied with. ~ What is the remedy / 
Why, he tells us that from now to the next ses- 
sion of Congress, and as long thereafter 
required, ¢ 


as may be 
tongress should make an appropriation 
of $100,000 to satisfy the Indians and to feed 
tnem. : 

Now ,if we take the number to be what he him- 
self says he has stated it to be—70,000—it would 
rive to them $] 42.6 apiece, provided the whole 
$100,000 go entn ely to their benefit, and were re- 
ceived by them in full. If we deduct, what we 
may rations lly suppose to be necessary to be de- 
du cted in that country for the expenditure of that 
sum—twenty per cent.—we have but 480,000 to be 
appropriated to theiruse. ‘That distributed among 
them, would give them $1 14.2 per head. | 
know not what is the price of beef in that country, 
but from the examples we have had, | apprehend 
it will not be less than six cents per pound. Put 
it at the low rate of six cents: what would that 
rive them? It would give to each Indian under 
the first computation, supposing they get the whole 


amount, twelve pounds of beef; and deducting the 


twenty per cent., it would give them nine and three 
fifth pounds a head. Yet this is to bethe grand 
pac ificator for three months, and during, perhaps, 
most of the next session of Congress, to be applied 
in California! This is to preserve the peace 
This is to allay the excitement of these Indians! 
This is to prevent a war! Why, sir, it will not 
do it. 

I do not charge any Senator here, much less the 
Senator from California, with folly; but if we do 
this, as a body, we shall be committing a folly. 
It will not pac ify them; it will not keep down a 
war, if they entertain a be lliverent spirit. 

Then the nine and three fifths pounds or the 
twelve pounds will be exhausted among these In- 
dians, who look to that alone as the resource for 
ife, in three or four days; and they will begin 
again to inquire with more asperity than they 
now inquire, *‘ls this all?’’ And the honorable 
Senator from Virginia proposes that we shall ex- 
pressly declare to them that it is not to continue 
to be the policy of this Government. Why, sir, 
this will but exasperate them. I as sincerely be- 
heve that you will exasperate them by this course 

is I believe anything upen which the convictions 
of my mind are settled. 

I shall regret to see such an appropriation made, 
because I think it will be disastrous. But there 
does arise a question, What are we to do with 
these Indians? [t is one that is melancholy in 
ita character. It presents itself with a harsh tone 
to the human understanding. The all-wise Cre- 

ator, Provider, and Governor of all things can 
alone see what it is proper that we should do. 
But that this would not be sanctioned by his wis- 
dom I am very confident, for one, with the poor 
wisdom which I have. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BUTLER. 
homestead. 

Mr. WALKER. The Senator intimates some- 
thing about a homestead. Sir, it is a wise sug- 
gestion. All you ever can do with these Indians 
is to bestow upon them a homestead, and that as 
quickly as possible. But $100,000 will not pro- 
vide for them until you give them a homestead. 
if they will not use the homestead for the purposes 
of self-subsistence, they will be but in the condi- 
tion in which the rest of mankind have found 
themselves when they failed to subsist themselves 
from the bosom of the earth; and I venture to say 
that many of them will pass away before they 
ever do it. 


Suppose you give them a 


The imputation of cruelty will long rest upon 
this country before the remnant of these tribes are 
brought to subsist themselves. But this imputa- 
tion will be erroneous; it will not be just—it will 
not be merited by us. But still we cs ait escape 
it. All that you can do is to give them a home- 
stead; and I thank the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina for that word. Yes, sir, give 
them a homestead, and that as quickly as possible. 
But, until you do it, nine pot unds or twelve pounds 
of beef will not satisfy them—mark my word for 
it. I do not belie ve thatif we appropri: ite $100,000 
these Indians will get $80,000 of it. I do not be- 
lieve that even $80,000 will reach them if we make 
this appropriation. I doubt whether the half of it 
will reach them. I doubt whether they will de- 
rive any material benefit from it. I very much 
doubt, as has been said, whether it would give 

ich of them a good dinner of beef alone. And 
this is to pacify them! It will not do it. 

It seems to me, that we had better do nothing, 
than make this appropriation, At all events, it 
occurs to me, thatif we are going to appropriate 
anything for their subsistence, we must appropri- 
ate a sufficiency to subsist them; and, in addition 
to that, me must do what has been suggested by 
the Senator from Virginia, appropriate money to 
institute and carry on an investigation in regard 
to the future location of these Indians—a loca- 
tion in which they may not be disturbed. But 
$100,000 will not do that; and there is no propo- 
sition, in addition to it, to appropriate money to 
locate them. 

I do not propose to give any advice in regard 
to this matter, except that this amendment should 
not be adopted. It seems to me, that a very few 
figures will show that it must be utterly futile. 
But if | were to give any advice, I would say let 
this appropriation go; but let them see that a 
prospect of something for the future is held out to 
them. Let them see that there is an interest felt 
by the Government for their welfare. Let them 
see that the Government has instituted an inquiry 
into their future condition, and for the purpose of 
bettering that condition. That is the only advice 
that I can give.’ How that end can best be ac- 
complished, Lleave toothers. ButI wouldadvise, 
for one, that this appropriation be not made; but 
that our energies be directed entirely to their fu- 
ture location, and the support of a delegation in 
connection with the Government agency, to look 
out for that location. 

Mr. WELLER. I have but a few remarks 
to make in response to my friend from Wisconsin. 
He seems to labor under the impression that the 
$100, 000 proposed to be appropriated, are to be 
used for the purchase of beef, and that the beef is 
to be equally distributed amongst 70,000 Indians. 
No one has ever advocated that, and the gentle- 
man might have saved himself the trouble of a great 
deal of figuring in regard to that matter. I only 
propose that that appropriation shall be made for 
the purpose of preventing a large portion of these 
Indians from starving, and in order to prevent 
hostilities. There are a great many Indians in 
California who are engaged in the mines, and 
others who are engaged in work of a different char- 
acter. There are many of them who are located 
in sections of the State where they can procure 
their usual and accustomed food; but at the same 
time there are doubtless a considerable number of 
them who have been brought down from the north- 
ern part of the State, and settled upon reservations, 
who will absolutely suffer for want of food unless 
some provision is made for them by the Govern- 
ment. I do not propose that the money shall all be 
expended in beef, but that there shall be blankets 
and other presents, such as are usually made to In- 
dian tribes who reside within our limits. Ifthese | 
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things have not hada salutary influence in check- 
ing the hostilities of the Indiana in past years, I 
know not why it is that the Government has been 
persisti ng in this policy from its foundation to the 


In this bill, as well as in all othe 
! 


present time. er 
Indian appropriation bills which have been sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the Senate, there are 
appropriations for the purchase of presents to be 
made to the Indians, and w herefore make the ap- 
propriations What is the ob ject? Is it not to 
gain the good will, to conciliate, if possible, the 
Indians? Is it not to prevent, as far as may 
be, the Indians from committing depredations on, 
the white men? If the $100,000 be expended in 
that way—a portion in el thing, and a portion in 
food, as the necessities of the Indians may de- 
mand—I apprehend that it will contribute very 
much, notwithstanding the sneers of my learned 
friend from Wisconsin, towards preventing the 
Indians from committing hostilities on the whites. 

It is by treating these Indians with kindness and 
affec tion—by extending to them the hand of help 
in the hour of need: by furnishing them with 
food, when they are suffering starvation; by making 
little presents, if youchoose, to please their fancies, 
that you oftentimes avoid a war of the most revolt- 
ing and disastrous character. 1 supposed that my 
friend from Wisconsin, who has seen something 
of Indians on the frontiers, understood this; b ut 
so strone was his desire to turn the whole pro- 
ceeding into ridicule that he could not resist the 
temptation. It is far easier to ridicule than to 
reason. 

I made no threats. I am not in the habit of in- 
dulging in threats. I only spoke of a state of 
feeling which existed upon the shores of the Pa 
cific. There is a large proportion of foreigners 
there, and a very large number of those who have 
but little sympathy with our Government—they 
feel but little attachment as yet forit. They have 
known but little of it thus far exceptasa collector 
of taxes. Many would be ready and willing at 
any time to establish an independent government 
on the shores of the Pacific. There are men (1 
hope they are not numerous) in that State, and 
countrymen of yours, Mr. 
anxious for an opportunity of 





President, who are 

making incursions 
on some of the neighboring provinces—on the 

Sandwich Islands, or on the State of Sonora. 
There are men there who desire the establishment 
of an independent and separate government. It is 
to prevent these men from finding any excuse for 
conduct leading to a dismemberment of the Union 
that I have demanded that justice should be done. 
I have said, but not in the language of threaten- 
ing, that the people of California have been neg- 
lected—ay, shamefully neglected. Jt is a very 
common thing, too, on this floor, whenever any 
proposition is introduced in regard to California 
to treat it as a miserable piece of humbuggery. 
Sir, there are certain Senators here who are in the 
habit of treating everything that comes from that 
section of the Union inthatway. I was not sur- 
prised that my learned friend from Georgia [Mr. 
Dawson] was opposed to this appropriatiey. 1 
anticipated that, for 1 took occasion to say to the 
Senate not long since, that although that Senator 
was sometimes liberal in professions, I had not 
seen any evidence of that liberality in his acts; 
and it is by acts that men are to be judged. 

I trust the di ay will speedily come when a sense 
of justice will induce Senators to deal fairly with 
the people of that remote section of the Republic. 

Now, sir, the Senator from Wisconsin would 
have theSenateand the country believe that I have 
threatened to dissolve this Union if you do not 
feed the Indians of California! I have said that 
that portion of the Union has been neglected in 
your legislation. I have endeavored to invoke 
the attention of Congress to the necessity of a 
spirit of liberality towards those separated from 
you by oceans and by mountains. I have im- 
plored you to do her justice. If you extend to 
them the same degree of liberality and protection 
that you extend to the other States of this Con- 
federacy, you will find them the first in the field to 
maintain, and the last to abandon, the Union. 
No man desires more than I[ do to put down that 
spirit of disunion which pervades, or has pervaded, 
some portions of thecountry. Noone,! am sure, 
is more devoted to the preservation of that Union 
under which we have so long and happily lived. 
If you establish the principle of justice—if you 
take care that the people of your frontier settle- 








~ 


oC 


